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Indenture Game 
An indenture is a document in which the writer would write out an agreement and then turn the paper upside down and write it 
out again (for example if someone was agreeing to buy land from another person). A jagged line was then cut between the two 
copies. One half was given to one person (the seller), the other half to the other person (the buyer). If someone questioned if the 
agreement was valid they could match the 2 parts together and see if they fitted together. 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϭ 



Activity 

Each of the indentures has either a question or an answer about the Norfolk Record Office on it. Have a go at matching the correct 
question with the answer. There are more indenture questions are on the next page. 

KǀĞƌ�ϭϯ͕ϵϳϳ�ŵĞƚĞƌƐ͘�/ƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ� 
ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƐƚĞƐƚ�ƌƵŶŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ� 
ǁŽƌůĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ĂŶ�ŚŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ƌƵŶ� 
ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͘  

KǀĞƌ�ϭϮ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘�/ƚ� 
ǁŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ϰϮ�ǇĞĂƌƐ� 

ƚŽ�ĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�Ăůů͊ 

WĂƉĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĂŐƐ͕� 
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌŝƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ� 
ƐƚƌŝƉƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ďŽŝůĞĚ͘ 

&ĞĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƋƵŝůůƐ͘�'ŽŽƐĞ͕� 
ƐǁĂŶ�Žƌ�ĐƌŽǁ�ĨĞĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ� 
ƐŚĂƌƉĞŶĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŬŶŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ� 

ĚŝƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŝŶŬ͘ 

tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁƌŝƚĞ� 
ǁŝƚŚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƉĞŶƐ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ͍ 

,Žǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚĞ� 
EŽƌĨŽůŬ�ZĞĐŽƌĚ�KĸĐĞ�ŚŽůĚ͍ 

,Žǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵĞƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŚĞůǀŝŶŐ� 
ĚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�Įůů͍ 

 

  

    
 

                         
              

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
ƉϮ 



/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϵϬϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽůĚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ� 
ŽůĚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů� 
ĂŶĚ��ĂƐƚůĞ�ŝŶ�EŽƌǁŝĐŚ 

WĞŽƉůĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƉĂƌĐŚŵĞŶƚ͘�/ƚ� 
ǁĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽǁ� 

Žƌ�ƐŚĞĞƉ�ƐŬŝŶ 

&ƌŽŵ�ŽĂŬ�ŐĂůůƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŐƌĞǁ�ŽŶ� 
ŽĂŬ�ƚƌĞĞƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ĞŐŐƐ�ůĂŝĚ�ďǇ� 
ǁĂƐƉƐ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŵŝǆĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŐƵŵ� 
ĂŶĚ�ďŽŝůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ďůĂĐŬ�ŝŶŬ͘� 

/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟŶŐ� 
ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘ 

tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƉŽƵŶĐĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶŬ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�ŽŶ� 
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ͍ 

,Žǁ�ŽůĚ�ŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ŽůĚĞƐƚ� 
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͍ 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϯ 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 



Answers 

KǀĞƌ�ϭϯ͕ϵϳϳ�ŵĞƚĞƌƐ͘�/ƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ� 
ƚĂŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂƐƚĞƐƚ�ƌƵŶŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ� 
ǁŽƌůĚ�ŽǀĞƌ�ĂŶ�ŚŽƵƌ�ƚŽ�ƌƵŶ� 
ĨƌŽŵ�ŽŶĞ�ĞŶĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ͘  

KǀĞƌ�ϭϮ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘� 
/ƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƐŽŵĞŽŶĞ�ϰϮ� 
ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽƵŶƚ�ƚŚĞŵ�Ăůů͊ 

WĂƉĞƌ�ǁĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĂŐƐ͕� 
ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƌŝƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƐƚƌŝƉƐ� 

ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ďŽŝůĞĚ͘ 

tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ǁƌŝƚĞ� 
ǁŝƚŚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƉĞŶƐ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ͍ 

,Žǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĚŽĞƐ�ƚŚĞ� 
EŽƌĨŽůŬ�ZĞĐŽƌĚ�KĸĐĞ�ŚŽůĚ͍ 

,Žǁ�ŵĂŶǇ�ŵĞƚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƐŚĞůǀŝŶŐ� 
ĚŽ�ŽƵƌ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�Įůů͍ 

&ĞĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƋƵŝůůƐ͘�'ŽŽƐĞ͕� 
ƐǁĂŶ�Žƌ�ĐƌŽǁ�ĨĞĂƚŚĞƌƐ�ǁĞƌĞ� 
ƐŚĂƌƉĞŶĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŬŶŝĨĞ�ĂŶĚ� 

ĚŝƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶ�ŝŶŬ͘ 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 

Ɖϰ 



Answers 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 

/ƚ�ŝƐ�ŽǀĞƌ�ϵϬϬ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ŽůĚ͘�/ƚ�ŝƐ� 
ŽůĚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƚŚĞĚƌĂů� 
ĂŶĚ��ĂƐƚůĞ�ŝŶ�EŽƌǁŝĐŚ 

WĞŽƉůĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ƉĂƌĐŚŵĞŶƚ͘�/ƚ� 
ǁĂƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽǁ� 

&ƌŽŵ�ŽĂŬ�ŐĂůůƐ͘�dŚĞǇ�ŐƌĞǁ�ŽŶ� 
ŽĂŬ�ƚƌĞĞƐ�ĂƌŽƵŶĚ�ĞŐŐƐ�ůĂŝĚ�ďǇ� 
ǁĂƐƉƐ͘�/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŵŝǆĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ŐƵŵ� 
ĂŶĚ�ďŽŝůĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ďůĂĐŬ�ŝŶŬ͘� 

/ƚ�ǁĂƐ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟŶŐ� 
ŵŝƐƚĂŬĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ͘ 

tŚĂƚ�ĚŝĚ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�ŽŶ� 
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂĚ�ƉĂƉĞƌ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�ƉŽƵŶĐĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ͍ 

tŚĂƚ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶŬ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĨƌŽŵ͍ ,Žǁ�ŽůĚ�ŝƐ�ŽƵƌ�ŽůĚĞƐƚ� 
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͍ 

Ɖϱ 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

  

        

   

  

  

  

                           
                         
                            
  

 

 

Extended Activity 

Have a go at making your own indenture 

You will need: 

· Paper 

· Pens 

· Scissors 

You could agree to tidy room, do the washing up or water the plants (or lots of other tasks). Write out the agreement on one half 
of the paper. Turn it 180° and write the agreement again on the other half. Once you are happy with your agreement you need to 
cut a wiggly line down the middle and give one half to your grown up. You need to keep the other half. Let us know how you get 
on. 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϲ 



  
              

                     

 

 

     

 

          

 

                         
               

       

 

 

Archive Timeline 
The timeline below runs in chronological order from 1000 to the early 1900s. 

One of the important jobs for an archivist (someone who looks after documents) is to be able to date documents. 

ϭϬϬϬ ϭϱϬϬ ϭϲϬϬ ϭϳϬϬ ϭϴϬϬ ϭϵϬϬ ϭϭϬϬ� ϭϮϬϬ� ϭϯϬϬ� ϭϰϬϬ� 
Tudor Period Victorian Period Battle of Hastings 

Activity 

On the next two pages are a number of documents which are held by the Norfolk Record Office. We would like you to work out 
where they fit on our timeline and put the correct numbers in the boxes. 

Working as an Historian <^Ϯ Ɖϳ 



2 

ϭ 

ϭϬϵϬ ϭϳϴϭ ϭϴϮϰ ϭϴϰϬ ϭϴϱϱ ϭϵϭϬ ϭϲϲϱ 

Ϯ ϯ    

 

  

 

      

       

 
    

 

 

ϭϬϬϬ ϭϭϬϬ� ϭϮϬϬ ϭϯϬϬ ϭϰϬϬ ϭϱϬϬ ϭϲϬϬ ϭϳϬϬ ϭϴϬϬ ϭϵϬϬ 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ Ɖϴ 
<^Ϯ 



ϭϬϵϬ ϭϳϴϭ ϭϴϮϰ ϭϴϰϬ ϭϴϱϱ ϭϲϲϱ 

2 
ϭϵϭϬ 

ϰ ϱ 

ϳ 

ϲ   

 

 

 

  

 

      

       

 
    

 

 

ϭϬϬϬ ϭϭϬϬ� ϭϮϬϬ ϭϯϬϬ ϭϰϬϬ ϭϱϬϬ ϭϲϬϬ ϭϳϬϬ ϭϴϬϬ ϭϵϬϬ 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϵ 



Answers 

ϭ 

Letter by Moses Frosdick, 1855 

This letter was written by 7 year 
old Moses Fosdick. It shows his 
Norfolk accent by taking about 
how he is keeping crows ‘being 
a sponsable fellow’. 

ϭϬϵϬ 

ϭϬϬϬ ϭϭϬϬ� ϭϮϬϬ ϭϯϬϬ ϭϰϬϬ 

Ϯ 

Cross hatch letter, 1840 

This letter was written in cross hatching. The letter was 
written in from the top down in the usual way and then 
the writer would turn the paper 90° and write again over 
the top. It this time the heavier a letter was the more it 
cost to post. If people wrote their letters cross hatched 
they were cheaper to post. It is not unusual to find cross 
hatched letters from this period, but they are very 
difficult to read. 

ϭϲϲϱ 

7 
ϭϱϬϬ ϭϲϬϬ ϭϳϬϬ 

 

  
 

 

  

 

      

       

 
    

      

     

       
      

     
      

   

    

          
            

           
             
          
             

         
     

   

        
           

           
         

        
         
           

     

 

 

ϯ 

WW1 Postcard, 1914 

This postcard was created for soldiers who couldn’t 
read and write very well at the time of the First 
World War. The soldiers just had to cross out the line 
that didn’t apply to them. Notice that the soldiers 
couldn't say they were unhappy. Instead all the 
options were very be positive; if they were in 
hospital they had to say they were ‘going on well’ or 
‘hoped to be discharged soon’. 

ϭϳϴϭ ϭϴϮϰ ϭϴϰϬ ϭϴϱϱ ϭϵϭϬ 

5 2 1 34 
ϭϴϬϬ ϭϵϬϬ 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
ƉϭϬ 

6 



Answers 

 
  

 

 

 

  

 

      

       

 
    

      

   

       
      
        
         
       

        
     

      
    

      

      
       

       
     

       
      

      
     
     

   

      

        
     

         
       

        
      
       

       
      

     
   

   

         
       

             
        

       
       

        

 

 

ϰ 

Removal Order, 1781 

Everybody had a village that was their 
legal settlement, based on where they 
were born or had worked for the last 
year. If they were ill, or couldn't find 
work they could get money from the 
village poor relief. If they were in a 
village that wasn’t their legal 
settlement they could be given a 
removal order. 

ϭϬϵϬ 

ϭϬϬϬ ϭϭϬϬ� ϭϮϬϬ ϭϯϬϬ ϭϰϬϬ 

ϱ 

Letter to Thomas Fowell Buxton, 1824 

This is a letter to a Member of 
Parliament. Notice how the middle 
has his name and address on it. This is 
because the letter is also the envelop. 
It would have been folded up so that 
only the name and address section 
was showing on the outside and then 
sealed with wax. If the wax was 
broken the person receiving the letter 
would know someone else had 
opened it. 

ϭϲϲϱ 

7 
ϭϱϬϬ ϭϲϬϬ 

ϲ 

Charter from King William II, 1090 

This is our oldest document was 
written to the Bishop of Thetford. It 
is giving him the right to go 
hunting. We know that was 
written before 1096 as this is the 
date the Bishop moved to Norwich 
Cathedral. It was sent by King 
William II (King William the 
second) who was William the Witches Charm, 1654 
Conqueror’s son. 

People would pin this document to their chest to 
protect themselves from witchcraft, which is why 
you can see lots of tiny holes in it. It was used as 
evidence in the court case of Christopher Hall 
from Harpley, Norfolk. He was accused of 
witchcraft and the document survives is because 
it was kept with the court papers. 

ϭϳϴϭ ϭϴϮϰ ϭϴϰϬ ϭϴϱϱ ϭϵϭϬ 

ϳ 

4 5 2 1 3 
ϭϳϬϬ ϭϴϬϬ ϭϵϬϬ 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϭϭ 

6 



    
                            
                            

                      
    

 

  
 

 

Work of a conservator 
One of the jobs at the Norfolk Record Office is a conservator. A conservator repairs documents so that people can come in and look at them. They also 
have to make sure that documents are kept in the right packaging so that they are not damage while they are being stored. Watch the video about how 
a conservator at the Norfolk Record Office repairs documents on our You Tube channel https://youtu.be/hqIujKMYzBg before having a go at the activity 
on the next page. 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
ƉϭϮ 

https://youtu.be/hqIujKMYzBg


 
      

 

 

  

 

   
     

 

             
    

       
  

 

   
  

 

    
  

   
  

  

 

 

  
   

 

  
 

 

Activity 

>ŽŽŬ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǀŝĚĞŽ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƌŬ�ŽƵƚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ƚĂƐŬƐ͘� 
;ƐŽŵĞ�ŝƚĞŵƐ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶĞ�ƚĂƐŬͿ͘� 

Seal sock Gloves 
Brass paper clip Smoke sponge 

Marble paper 

Tyvek 

Conserve a document 
which was held together 
by pins and has a seal at 

the bottom 

Look after loose 
photographs 

Clean and wrap 
a map 

Archival tape 
Wheat starch paste 

Repair and replace 
the cover on a book 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϭϯ 



      

 

 

        

                

     

     

   

  

  

 

  

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

Conserve a document which was held together by pins and has a seal at the bottom 

Look after loose photographs 

Brass paper clip 

Marble paper 

Seal sock 

Wheat starch paste 

Gloves 

Repair and replace the cover on a book Answers 

Clean and wrap a map 

Archival tape 

tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĂŶ <^Ϯ 
Ɖϭϰ 

Smoke sponge Tyvek 


