Working as an Historian
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Indenture Game

An indenture is a document in which the writer would %jiiZ: out an agreement and then turn the paper upside down and write it

out again (for example if someone was agreeing to buy [a( d from another person). A jagged line was then cut between the two
copies. One half was given to one person (the seller), th="""‘her half to the other person (the buyer). If someone questioned if the

U SN
agreement was valid they could match the 2 parts tog: s -nd see if they fitted together.
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Activity

Each of the indentures has either a question or an answer about the Norfolk Record Office on it. Have a go at matching the correct
question with the answer. There are more indenture questions are on the next page.
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Extended Activity

Have a go at making your own indenture

You will need:

. Paper
. Pens
. Scissors

You could agree to tidy room, do the washing up or water the plants (or lots of other tasks). Write out the agreement on one half
of the paper. Turn it 180° and write the agreement again on the other half. Once you are happy with your agreement you need to
cut a wiggly line down the middle and give one half to your grown up. You need to keep the other half. Let us know how you get
on.
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Archive Timeline

The timeline below runs in chronological order from 1000 to the early 1900s.

One of the important jobs for an archivist (someone who looks after documents) is to be able to date documents.

@ Activity

On the next two pages are a number of documents which are held by the Norfolk Record Office. We would like you to work out
where they fit on our timeline and put the correct numbers in the boxes.
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Letter by Moses Frosdick, 1855

This letter was written by 7 year
old Moses Fosdick. It shows his
Norfolk accent by taking about
how he is keeping crows ‘being
a sponsable fellow’.
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Cross hatch letter, 1840

This letter was written in cross hatching. The letter was
written in from the top down in the usual way and then
the writer would turn the paper 90° and write again over
the top. It this time the heavier a letter was the more it
cost to post. If people wrote their letters cross hatched
they were cheaper to post. It is not unusual to find cross
hatched letters from this period, but they are very
difficult to read.
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WW1 Postcard, 1914

This postcard was created for soldiers who couldn’t
read and write very well at the time of the First
World War. The soldiers just had to cross out the line
that didn’t apply to them. Notice that the soldiers
couldn't say they were unhappy. Instead all the
options were very be positive; if they were in
hospital they had to say they were ‘going on well’ or
‘hoped to be discharged soon’.
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Removal Order, 1781

Everybody had a village that was their
legal settlement, based on where they
were born or had worked for the last
year. If they were ill, or couldn't find
work they could get money from the
village poor relief. If they were in a
village that wasn’t their legal
settlement they could be given a
removal order.
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Letter to Thomas Fowell Buxton, 1824

This is a letter to a Member of
Parliament. Notice how the middle
has his name and address on it. This is
because the letter is also the envelop.
It would have been folded up so that
only the name and address section
was showing on the outside and then
sealed with wax. If the wax was
broken the person receiving the letter
would know someone else had
opened it.
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the right to go
hunting. We know that was
written before 1096 as this is the

date the Bishop moved to Norwich

Cathedral. It was sent by King
William Il (King William the
second) who was William the
Conqueror’s son.
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Witches Charm, 1654

People would pin this document to their chest to
protect themselves from witchcraft, which is why
you can see lots of tiny holes in it. It was used as
evidence in the court case of Christopher Hall
from Harpley, Norfolk. He was accused of
witchcraft and the document survives is because
it was kept with the court papers.




Work of a conservator

One of the jobs at the Norfolk Record Office is a conservator. A conservator repairs documents so that people can come in and look at them. They also
have to make sure that documents are kept in the right packaging so that they are not damage while they are being stored. Watch the video about how
a conservator at the Norfolk Record Office repairs documents on our You Tube channel https://youtu.be/hqlujKMYzBg before having a go at the activity
on the next page.
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https://youtu.be/hqIujKMYzBg

Activity

Look at the following items that were included in the video and work out which of them would be needed for the following tasks.
(some items would be used for more than one task).

Gloves

Seal sock
Brass paper clip

Smoke sponge

Marble paper
Wheat starch paste

—
~
Wheat Starch Paste

Archival tape

Conserve a document
Repair and replace which was held together || LooR after loose Clean and wrap

the cover on abook | | by pins and has a seal at photographs a map
the bottom
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Answers Repair and replace the cover on a book
| Wheat starch paste

Conserve a document which was held together by pins and has a seal at the bottom

Brass paper clip Seal sock
([

Look after loose photographs

Gloves

Clean and wrap a map

Smoke sponge 7 Tyvek Archival tape
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