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Horning 
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Hunstanton Cromer 
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Number of holidays taken, 
1968 
NRO, DC 16/3/14 

Facts on tourism, 1996 
NRO, DC 16/3/2 

Amount of bread 
bought, 1961 
NRO, DC 16/3/2 

Travel in the 1950s-60s, 1968 
NRO, DC 16/3/2 

Accommodation report, 1968 
NRO, DC 16/3/2 

Grandparents  

Parents  
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 What types of accommodation are there for 
tourists, and how can these be improved? 

 

Other accommodation 
 

 Case studies–  
 Great Yarmouth and Caister 
 The Broads 
 North Norfolk coast 
 Outside Norfolk 

Newspaper 
cuttings with 

permission from 
Archant 
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with  permission 
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Borough Council 
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Photograph of chalets at Butlin's 
Holiday Camp, Ayr.              
NRO, JLD 3/1/7/3/55 

Sale particular for Petersfield House 
Hotel, Horning, 1962.   
NRO, BR 184/1380 

Sale particular for a hotel 
in Cromer, 1944.  
NRO, BR 184/1199 

Sale particular for a holiday 
bungalow in Horning, 1962.  
NRO, BR 184/1380 

Photograph of holiday chalet.  
NRO, MC 2019/48/37 

Map of Hunstanton coastal 
area showing caravan sites, 
1950-9.                         
NRO, DC 16/2/18 

 

Photograph of B and B in  
Great Yarmouth.  
NRO, ACC 2004/307 

Tram cars used a chalets,  
at Caistor Holiday Camp. 
NRO, BR 272/138  

Newspaper 
cutting about 
the YHA, 21 
January, 1986. 
NRO, AUD 
1/1/1503  

Great Yarmouth and Caister 

Sale particular for a 
chalet at Walcott.        
NRO, BR 184/2405 

North Norfolk Coast 

The Broads 
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Outside Norfolk  

Other Accommodation 



 

Details of the 
proposed holiday 
village at North 
Walsham, 1965. 
NRO, BR 143/260 

Map of the proposed holiday village 
at North Walsham, 1965. 
NRO, BR 143/260 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 
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 How has entertainment changed? 
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Hippodrome,  
Great Yarmouth 

 Entertainment- 
case studies 

 

 Case studies–  
 Hunstanton 
 Great Yarmouth  

NRO, ACC 2004/307 
images with 

permission from 
Great Yarmouth 
Borough Council 
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Pitch and Putt at Great 
Yarmouth, c. 1980. 

NRO, ACC 2004/307  

Great Yarmouth pleasure 
beach, c. 1980. 
NRO, ACC 2004/307  

 

Watching a punch and Judy, 
Great Yarmouth beach, c. 
1960.  
NRO, ACC 2004/307  

The Aquarium, Great Yarmouth, 
1960s  
NRO, ACC 2004/307 

Pleasure Beach,  
Great Yarmouth, c. 1960.  
NRO, ACC 2004/307  

Postcard shop, Great Yarmouth, 
c. 1960. 
NRO, ACC 2004/307  

Great Yarmouth seafront,  
c. 1960. 
NRO, ACC 2004/307  

Great Yarmouth– 1960s 

Letter about animal 
welfare in circuses, 
1980. 
Tinkler and Williams’ 
Theatre Collection, 
University of East 
Anglia Archive 

 

General– 1980s Great Yarmouth– 1980s 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

 Entertainment– case studies 

Proposed Entertainment 
Centre, Hunstanton, c. 1970.  

NRO, DC 16/3/4 
Events at proposed 
Hunstanton Entertainment 
Centre, 1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Hunstanton– 1970s 



 

Photograph of Gilberts circus, 
Great Yarmouth, 1898-1902.  
Tinkler and Williams’ Theatre 
Collection, University of East 

Anglia Archive  

Report of Great Yarmouth 
Town Council meeting, 
1898, from the Eastern 
Daily Press. Tinkler and 
Williams’ Theatre 
Collection, University of 
East Anglia Archive 

Letter regarding gas 
lights at Gilbert’s Circus, 
1898. 
NRO, Y/PL 1019 

Letter proposing 
Gilbert’s Circus, 1898. 
NRO, Y/PL 1019 

Proposed pay box at  
Gilbert’s Circus, 1898. 
NRO, Y/PL 1019 

Plan of Gilbert’s Circus, 
1898. 
NRO, Y/PL 1019 

1898– Gilbert’s Circus 

 

Programme for opening 
night of the Hippodrome, 
1903. Tinkler and Williams’ 
Theatre Collection, University 
of East Anglia Archive 

Photograph of George Gilbert and 
Jennie O’Brien performing in Paris in 
1902. Tinkler and Williams’ Theatre 
Collection, University of East Anglia 
Archive 

Building notice for the 
Hippodrome, 1902.  
NRO, Y/PL 1722 

1902– Building of the Hippodrome 

 Hippodrome 
Click on an image  
to see full size version 



 

 

Drawing of the Hippodrome in 1903. 
Tinkler and Williams’ Theatre Collection, 
University of East Anglia Archive 

History of the 
Hippodrome, from 

Great Yarmouth 
Archaeological 

Society 
newsletter1980-1. 

Tinkler and 
Williams’ Theatre 

Collection, 
University of East 

Anglia Archive 

Interior of the Hippodrome. Tinkler 
and Williams’ Theatre Collection, 
University of East Anglia Archive 

Photograph of the 
Hippodrome.   
NRO, ACC 2004/307 

Press release for  
Jay’s UK Ltd.  
NRO, AUD 1/1/437 

Band performing inside the 
Hippodrome, 1971, Eastern Daily 

Press. Tinkler and Williams’ Theatre 
Collection, University of East Anglia 

Archive 

Plan of the Hippodrome, 1902. 
NRO, Y/PL 1722 

Notice to build 
Hippodrome, 
1902. 
NRO, Y/PL 1722 

1902– Building of the Hippodrome 

Photograph of the Hippodrome,  
c. 1980 

NRO, ACC 2004/307 

1960s, 70s and 80s– The Hippodrome 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Permission from 
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Archaeological 

Society 
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Peter Jay 

Permission from 
Peter Jay 
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Photograph of a charabanc.  
NRO, MC 2043/1/20 

Great Yarmouth Bus Station, 
1950s.  
NRO, BR 272/141 

Notice ending tram 
service, 1933.  
NRO, BR 272/128  

Marine Parade Yarmouth, 
c.1930s. NRO, BR 272/142  

Poster advertising 
tramways, c. 1928. 
NRO, BR 272/146  

Advert for trams to Gorleston, 
c. 1930s. NRO, BR 272/135  

Trams on Great Yarmouth Front,  
c. 1900. NRO, BR 272/142  

Last tram, 1933. NRO, BR 272/128 

Trams and Charabancs– 1900s 

Trams and Buses– 1920s-30s 

Buses– 1950s 

 How did people get to their holiday,  
and how did they travel once there? 

Opening of Norwich to Yarmouth  
railway, 1844. NRO, MS 453  

Information on getting to Great 
Yarmouth from the Victoria Building 
Company brochure, 1840. 
NRO, BR 185/3 

Railways– 1840s 

Click on a 
thumbnail to 
view case study 

droim
Stamp



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 



Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 



Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 

 



 

Go to 
notes

Go to 
Home

Print 
  

Back to Getting 
Around 



 

Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home

Print 
 

Back to Getting 
Around 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to Getting 
Around 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Go to 
Home 

Go to 
notes 

Back to Getting 
Around 



 

 

Great Yarmouth 
Newspaper cuttings  

and reports  
 

 Great Yarmouth 
Suspension Bridge Disaster 

 

Click on a 
thumbnail to 
view case study 

Is tourism a double-edged sword? 

Newspaper 
cuttings with 

permission from 
Archant 
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Photographs of 
Yarmouth sea 

front  
NRO, BR 272/142 

13 May 1998 

NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1347  

5 Feb 1991 

NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1347  

8 Feb 1986 
NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1499  

2 April 1986 
NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1499  

No date 
NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1499  

No date 
NRO,  
AUD 1/1/1499  

Draft report on the Norfolk 
holiday industry, 1963  

NRO, DC 16/3/2 

Photographs showing      
traffic congestion, 1963.                   
NRO, Y/TC 94/1 

Photographs showing      
traffic congestion, 1963.           
NRO, Y/TC 94/1 

 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Newspaper cuttings and reports 



 

Letter by David Hogarth, 
3 May 1845, with 
transcript. 
NRO, MC 17/59, 405x7 

Coroners Inquest for Emily 
Hanworth Bocking, 
 26 May 1845, with transcript. 
NRO, Y/S 3/173 

Print showing the Yarmouth 
Suspension Bridge disaster, 1845.  
NRO, FX  200/17 

Extract from the Illustrated  
London News, 17 May 1845.  

NRO, MC 80/21, 523X4 

 Great Yarmouth Suspension Bridge Disaster 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 
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Hunstanton 
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 How should resorts be developed for the future? 
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Prospectus for Hunstanton, 
1840s. 

NRO, BUL 4/210 

Plan for Hunstanton, 1840s. 
NRO, LEST UNCAT 

Model of Entertainment Centre for 
Hunstanton, 1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Map of site for Entertainment 
Centre for Hunstanton, 1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Income for Entertainment 
Centre for Hunstanton, 
1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Demand for Entertainment 
Centre for Hunstanton, 
1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Seating plans for 
Entertainment Centre for 
Hunstanton, 1970. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

Visitors to Entertainment Centre for 
Hunstanton, 1971. 
NRO, DC 16/3/14  

 Hunstanton 

1840s plan 

1970s plan 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 



 

Photograph of Barnum’s Circus, 
Norwich, 1897-8 .  
NRO, MC 2678/3 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

 Norwich 
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Your Parents’/Grandparents’ Holidays 

 
Notes 

 
Documents in this topic are used to encourage pupils to think about the 
general differences in holidays between their generation, and those holidaying 
in the 1970s-80s, and the 1950s-60s. This includes where people went on 
holiday as well as an introduction to how they got there, what they did, and 
where they stayed. These three topics can be linked, or run as separate 
lessons.  
 
Documents included in this section are taken from reports by local authorities 
in the 1970s and the East Anglia tourist board in the 1990s. 
 

Suggested activities 
 
Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Extension activity 
In preparation for the lesson, ask the pupils to find out where their parents and 
grandparents or older relatives went on holiday when they were younger.  
 
Starter activity 
Ask the class to complete a questionnaire about their last holiday.  
 
Main activity  
Working individually, using the data gathered from the classroom and at 
home, ask the pupils to create a sphere of influence map, by marking where 
that person lived and then drawing lines to the locations that each generation 
travelled to. Each generation must be a different colour on the map.  
 
Plenary  
Working in pairs or small groups ask the pupils to look at each others maps, 
and then write a very short report based on their findings.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years can look start thinking about why the locations 
people go to have changed. 
Lower ability groups/Years can use a writing frame or sentence starters, and 
look at how far people went. 
 
 
 

Back to Your 
Parents’/Grandparents’ 

Holidays



     Changing Holidays 
 

Complete the following questionnaire for both your parents and 
grandparents (complete one for each generation).  

 
 
 

1. List all of the places that you went on holiday with your 
parents/relatives when you were a child 

 
 
 
 
 

2. List all of the places that you went on holiday when you were an adult, 
but before you had children of your own 

 
 
 
 
 
3. How many holidays did you go on a year (on average)? 

 
 

4. What time of year did you tend to go on those holidays?  
 
 

5. List the things that you did when you were on holiday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. How did you get to your holiday destination? 
 
 
 



 
Getting Around 

 
Notes 

 
This topic looks at how people travelled on holiday, starting from the 
beginning of mass tourism, with the introduction of the railways in the 1840s, 
to flying abroad, and how people travelled once they had arrived.  
 
Documents are taken from collections of photographs and posters based in 
Great Yarmouth.  
 

Suggested activities 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
Ask the class to brainstorm different types of travel used in holidays in the 
past and today, both to the holiday and whilst on holiday. Use a separate 
page to list whether these methods are/were used today or in the past.  
 
Main activity  
Using the documents, and information in the resource, ask the pupils to create 
a timeline showing when each of the methods of transport would have been in 
use.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years can draw each method of transport 
Lower ability groups/Years can cut and paste images from the documents.  
 
Plenary  
Ask pupils to design a method of transport that they think might be used in the 
future.  
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      Transport timeline  
 

Use the timeline to show when each form of transport was in use. 
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      Transport timeline  
 

Example 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                            



 
Accommodation 

 
Notes 

 
This topic encourages the students to think about considerations when 
planning accommodation in holiday resorts. Pupils need to think about the 
type of visitor, which accommodation is most suitable for them, and where in 
the resort this should be provided.  
 
Documents include sale particulars, which are drawn up to advertise a 
building which is for sale, as well as reports and material for a proposed 
holiday village in North Walsham. 
 

Suggested activities 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
Using the heads and tails tables, ask pupils to match the different types of 
accommodation from the past, with the tourists. Then ask the class to 
compare their table with the person next to them.    
 
Main activity  
Ask the class to look at the documents on North Walsham holiday park. Think 
about how it would it be different if it was tailored to young people, or families.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years can write a report explaining their ideas.  
 
Alternatively, ask the class to work in groups to design a website or tourist 
brochure advertising accommodation for young people, older people, and a 
group of friends in their early twenties.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years look at all of those groups. 
Lower ability groups/Years can look at just one of those groups.  
 
Plenary  
Ask the groups to present their report and findings to the class. The class can 
vote on whose holiday they would recommend for each of the tourists.  
 
 

 
 

Back to 
Accommodation 



 Suitable Accommodation 
 

Match the people wanting somewhere to stay with suitable 
accommodation for each. The first one has been done for you.  

 
There are no right or wrong answers 

 
 
      Tourist                 Type of Accommodation 
 

Business man Dormitory

Large family Five Star Hotel

Young couple Friendly Bed and Breakfast

Young person Holiday Camp

Group of young friends Quiet Campsite

Older person Self-Catering Cottage

 
 



 
Changing Entertainment  

 
Notes 

 
This topic encourages the pupils to think about how entertainment and leisure 
activities have changed, but also what has remained the same. The pupils are 
encouraged to think about why some entertainment is aimed at particular 
groups.  
 
Many of the photographs are taken from a collection created by the Great 
Yarmouth Borough Council Town Planning department.  
 
Documents on the Hippodrome show the circus which stood on the site from 
1898-1902, before George Gilbert and his wife, Jennie O’Brien, decided to 
build the hippodrome, complete with water platform.  
 

Suggested activities 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
Ask the class to look at or listen to part of the document about the use of 
animals in the circus. Think about who may have written this, and how this 
differs to our views today. Then reveal it was written by two vets.  
Differentiation-  
Lower ability groups/Years could be given extracts from the letter and asked 
multiple choice questions to discover what it is about.  
 
Main activity  
Ask the pupils to become photo detectives, using laminated copies of the 
documents and non-permanent pens, ask the pupils to circle entertainment 
they can spot. Ask them to split this into two categories, human (or man-
made) and environmental (or physical).  
 
Then ask the pupils to survey 15 people in the class and see which of these 
activities are most important to them on holiday. They can draw a graph 
based on this data.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years should create their own survey 
Lower ability groups/Years can use the survey provided 
 
Alternatively, ask the pupils to look at the history of the Hippodrome in Great 
Yarmouth and design their own circus building. These could be developed 
further to create a model of a circus. 
 
Plenary  
Using the list of activities, ask pupils to work out who would benefit or lose out 
for each. For example, if a new chip shop was built, locals would benefit by 
having more choice and the prices may come down, but it would be 
detrimental to other chip shops in the area.  

Back to Changing 
Entertainment 



     Leisure Activities 
 

Ask 15 people in the class which of these activities do they think are 
important to enable them to enjoy their holiday. A number of activities 
have been suggested, but there are also blank spaces to add your own. 
 
Create a bar graph for each activity mentioned (see example). 
 
Example 
 

 Laying on the beach       = 9 people 

 Seeing a show       = 3 people 

 Playing in the arcades         = 7 people 
 
 
Class survey 
 

 Laying on the beach      =        people 
 Seeing a show       =        people 
 Playing in the arcades      =        people  
 Having fish and chips    =        people 
 Playing pitch and putt    =        people 
 Having a go on fair ground rides  =        people 
 Watching Punch and Judy   =        people 
 Swimming      =        people 
 Sending a postcard    =        people 
 Other       =        people 
 Other       =        people  
 Other       =        people 
 Other       =        people 
 Other       =        people 
 Other       =        people 

 
 
 
 



 
Tourism, Good or Bad? 

 
Notes 

 
In this topic pupils must consider how tourism can both be of benefit and also 
disadvantage to the same person.  
 
The documents are mainly newspaper cuttings, taken from Archant papers. In 
addition some documents showing the concern by Great Yarmouth Borough 
Council for congestion are included. 
 

Suggested activities 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
As individuals, ask pupils to look at the newspaper cuttings, and highlight all 
of the positive effects of tourism in green and all the negative effects in red.  
 
Main activity  
Working in pairs or small groups, look at a number of characters affected by 
tourism, such as an old lady trying to get to the shops, café worker, hotel 
owner, environmentalist, family local to the resort, and a young local couple 
hoping to get on the housing ladder. Group them into which ones think 
tourism is mainly a good thing and which ones would think it is mainly bad.  
Then look into the reasons why. 
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years can write their ideas as an interview. 
Lower ability groups/Years can write speech bubbles for each person.  
 
Plenary  
Ask pupils to write a short newspaper article for the local area discussing the 
pros and cons of tourism, including as many different views as possible. 
Suggested titles could be: Is tourism good for everybody? Facts on the tourist 
debate? Is tourism killing the local community? 

 
 

Back to Tourism, 
Good or Bad? 



 
Resort Development  

 
Notes 

 
In this topic, pupils can chose between concentrating on what was important 
in the past and present and planning for the future. They will have to think 
about how to develop a resort, including building materials and the location of 
each building. Finally they will need to consider how they advertise their 
completed resort. 
 
Documents show the history of Hunstanton, and how Henry Styleman Le 
Strange, Lord of the Manor, decided to create a sea bathing village there in 
1845. It shows his attempts at creating the village, which eventually was left to 
his son, Hamon. The later plans for Hunstanton show the proposed 
Entertainment Centre by the District Council in 1970.  
 
 

Suggested activities 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be 
incorporated in your lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
As individuals, give the pupils one minute to write down five things that they 
feel are essential for a good tourist resort.  Give the pupils a following minute 
to compare this with the person next to them.  Ask the pupils to spend a 
further minute discussing this in small groups and come up with a definitive 
list.  
 
Main activity  
Ask pupils to look at how Hunstanton was developed in the 1840s and in the 
1970s and design a modern seaside resort.  
Differentiation-  
Higher ability groups/Years- pupils can work individually to design a resort on 
to a blank piece of paper  
Lower ability groups/Years- pupils can work in pairs and use a list of what 
must be included to design a resort.  
 
Alternatively, ask pupils to create a poster advertising their resort. Challenge 
pupils to come up with some unusual ideas for how this can be advertised.  
 
Plenary  
Ask pupils to explain what they have come up with to the rest of the class. 
 

Back to Resort 
Development 



 

Leisure and Tourism 

Science 

• Look into the momentum and 
forces involved in being a 
trapeze artist.  Art 

• Make models of circuses 
• Create your own circus scenes 

Textiles 

• Create circus outfits using recycled 
material 

English 

• Write postcards home 

Maths 

• Drawing graphs 
• Compiling and completing 
questionnaires 

Citizenship 

• Focusing on differing opinions 
on whether tourism is good or 

IT 

• Research online 
• Drawing graphs on the computer 
• Working on data 

Links to other subjects in the National Curriculum  

Design and Technology 

• Make a Punch and Judy stand 



How has leisure and tourism changed in Norfolk, 
and how can it be shaped for the future? 
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