
 

What was the impact of the 2nd Air Division 
in East Anglia during the Second World War? 
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     Explore the history of the 2nd Air Division, United States 8th Army Air Force, in East 
Anglia during the Second World War... 
 

This resource has been created primarily for the use of schools in the United Kingdom to find out 
about the history of the 2nd Air Division, United States 8th Army Air Force in East Anglia during the 
Second World War, and the impact this ‘friendly invasion’ had on local people and communities 
 
Most of the sources are from the 2nd Air Division Archive at the Norfolk Record Office (NRO) and 
the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library (2AD). Additional photographs are courtesy of Norfolk County 
Council Library and Information Service (NLIS). 
 

All the thumbnail images of records and objects used in this resource include the reference of the 
original, prefixed by the letters of the organization from which they are taken, e.g. NRO, 2AD or 
NLIS. Website addresses cited in this resource were correct at the time of writing. 
 

The Norfolk Record Office has tried to identify the sources of documents used in this resource and 
to attribute them correctly. We are grateful to rights holders who have given us permission to use 
their records. However, in some instances, we have been unable to identify or locate rights holders.  
If you have further information about records used in this resource, please contact the Norfolk 
Record Office. 
 

The Record Office would like to thank teachers from the Norfolk Record Office Working Group who 
provided advice and support in order to create this resource.  
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20th Bomb Wing 
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* 492nd Bomb Group at North Pickenham deactivated 7 August 1944 
#491st Bomb Group at Metfield moved to North Pickenham on 15 August 1944, under the 14th Bomb Wing 
 
Bomb Wings, Bomb Groups and Squadrons highlighted in red are those mentioned in the resource 



 

Appeal leaflet for the 2nd Air Division Memorial 
Library, 1945.  
NRO, MC 371/743 

Photograph of Memorial Fountain,  
Norwich Central Library, 1963.  
NRO, MC 376/380 

 

  Did you know…? 
 

 The United States Eighth Army Air Force was made up of three Air Divisions. The 2nd Air 
Division was based in Norfolk and North-East Suffolk. 

 

 The main role of the United States Army Air Force (USAAF) in the Second World War was to 
bomb the industries and communications that supported Germany’s war effort. 

 

 The 2nd Air Division began arriving in Norfolk on 7 September 1942. It flew its first mission from 
England on 7 November 1942 and its last on 25 April 1945. 

 

 Targets attacked ranged from Norway in the north, as far east as Poland and Romania, while 
several Mediterranean countries were reached from temporary bases in North Africa. 

 

 At any one time between 1942 and 1945, there were about 50,000 American service personnel 
stationed within a 30 mile radius of Norwich. 

 

 For every man in the air there were another seven to 10 on the ground engaged in support work.  
These included cooks, clerks, mechanics, armourers and military policemen. Total personnel on 
a bomber station varied between two and three thousand. 

 

 Nearly 7,000 men serving with the 2nd Air Division lost their lives during the conflict. At one 
period the chance of an individual airman completing a tour of operations (between 25 and 35 
missions) was as little as one in three. 
 

 When the war ended, various memorials were put up to remember those Americans who had 
died. They include a ‘living memorial’ in the form of a library. An American Room opened in the 
Norwich Central Library, Bethel Street, in 1963. Following the destruction of this Library by fire in 
1994, a new 2nd Air Division Memorial Library was opened within the Norwich and Norfolk 
Millennium Library in the Forum in 2001. The Library houses the Roll of Honor which includes the 
names of American service personnel from the 2nd Air Division killed in action during the Second 
World War. 
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What was the impact of the 2nd Air Division in 
East Anglia during the Second World War? 



 

Photograph of The Forum, 2011. NLIS 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Map of 2nd Air Division bases. 2AD 

Photograph of The Archive Centre. NRO 
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FG= Fighter Group 
BG= Bomb Group 
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Which aeroplanes did the servicemen fly and 
what equipment did they use? 

 

Witchcraft Aeroplane 
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view case study 

 

Aeroplane Nose-Art 
  

Uniform 
 

 
  
 

     Did you know…? 
 

 

 The 2nd Air Division flew B-24 Liberators, a type of bomber aeroplane, which were made by 
the Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation in San Diego, California and the Ford Motor 
Company at Willow Run, Michigan. 

 

 The B-24 Liberator had a wing span of about 33.5 meters and weighed over 30 tons. It had 
four 1,200 horsepower engines, and could carry about 3,650 kilograms of bombs. A typical 
bomb load for a mission would be between about 1,814 to 2,722 kilograms. 

 

 There were usually eight to 10 men in a B-24 bomber crew, depending on the type of 
mission they were flying. The crew usually had a pilot, co-pilot, radio operator, navigator, 
bombardier and aerial gunners. 

 

 Fighter aeroplanes used by the 2nd Air Division included P-51 Mustangs and P-47 
Thunderbolts.  

 

 An airman flying in a B-24 had to endure from four to eight hours (and sometimes as many 
as 10 hours) in cramped conditions, exposed to constant noise and vibration. Much of the 
time the flight was at altitudes where oxygen masks had to be worn since aircraft were not 
pressurised as most are today. Temperatures reached as low as minus 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit and airmen wore heavy clothing to prevent frostbite. 
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to see full size version 

Close up of nose-art on Witchcraft.  
NRO, MC 371/908/78 

Photograph of Witchcraft with ground 
and maintenance crew.  

NRO, MC 376/656 

Photograph of Witchcraft in flight.  
NRO, MC 371/491  Short-snorter bank notes.  

NRO, MC 376/655 

The B-24 Witchcraft Aeroplane 



 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Flak Magnet. NRO, MC 376/352  

Painting a bee with a bomb.  
NRO, MC 376/352 

Bugs Bunny. NRO, MC 376/352 

Little Beaver. NRO, MC 376/352 

Miss America. NRO, MC 376/352 

Aeroplane Nose-Art 





 

Photograph of Lt Alden E. Smith in flying helmet.  
NRO, MC 376/549 

Patch for 491st Bomb Group.  
NRO, MC 371/840 

Patch for 445th Bomb Group.  
NRO, MC 371/840 

Equipment list.  
NRO, MC 371/308 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Flying goggles and helmet.  
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

 

Uniform 
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Which places in East Anglia were important to 
American servicemen and women and why? 

 

Life on the Airbase 
  

Leisure Time 
 



 

Drawing of Horsham St Faith airbase. 
NRO, MC 376/599 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Life on the Airbase 

Photograph of inside a Nissen Hut.  
NRO, MC 376/592/22 

Photograph of inside a Station 
Hospital. NRO, MC 376/591/13 

Photograph of a Control Tower.  
NRO, MC 371/7 

Photograph of Ketteringham Hall 
(Headquarters). 
NRO, MC 376/334 

 

     Did you know… 
 

 During the Second World War American-occupied airbases covered about 100,000 acres of 
Norfolk. 

 

 The 2nd Air Division’s Headquarters was at Old Catton between September and October 
1943. It then moved to Horsham St Faith (now Norwich International Airport) where it was 
based until it moved to Ketteringham Hall, near Wymondham, which was requisitioned from 
the Boileau family, just before Christmas 1943. Headquarters remained at Ketteringham Hall 
until June 1945. 



 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Photograph of Norwich market.  
NRO, MC 376/29 

Drawing of the Bell Hotel, Norwich.  
NRO, MC 376/599 

Photograph of Norwich Cathedral 
showing bomb damage.  
NRO, FX 335/1  

Drawing of Norwich Cathedral.  
NRO, MC 376/599 

Leisure Time 

 

     Did you know…? 
 

 Leisure facilities on the airbases would usually include an officers’ mess, room for enlisted 
men, a canteen and theatre. Servicemen also played traditional American sports, such as 
baseball, in their free time. 

 

 American Red Cross (ARC) workers, with the help of local volunteers, provided food and 
entertainment for service personnel on some airbases. There were also Red Cross service 
clubs in cities across the country, including at the Bishop’s Palace in Norwich. 

 

 Service personnel were able to leave the airbase on short passes to visit nearby towns and 
villages, or spend time with local families with whom many made lasting friendships. 

 

 Longer leave was also available and personnel would often travel to destinations across 
Britain. London and Edinburgh were popular places for them to visit. 



 

Couple dancing to American band.  
NRO, MC 376/121 

Photograph of servicemen playing Baseball. 
NRO, MC 376/121 Letter from American Red Cross about 

Mr Sparks visiting Edinburgh.  
NRO, MC 376/234 

Photograph of the ‘G.I. Ginnery’  
NRO, MC 371/815 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painted by Technical Sergeant Ludwig Lund in 1943. Reproduced in this education pack with the kind permission of his 
daughter Marjorie. Further copying is not allowed, without the permission of the copyright holder, Marjorie Lund-Fontaine.
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Painted by Technical Sergeant Ludwig Lund in 1943. Reproduced in this education pack with the kind permission of his 
daughter Marjorie. Further copying is not allowed, without the permission of the copyright holder, Marjorie Lund-Fontaine. 

Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to  
Places



Print Go to 
notes 

Go to 
Home 

Back to  
Places



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Painted by Technical Sergeant Ludwig Lund in 1943. Reproduced in this 
education pack with the kind permission of his daughter Marjorie. Further 
copying is not allowed, without the permission of the copyright holder, 
Marjorie Lund-Fontaine. 
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What happened on a Mission? 

 

    Did you know…? 
 

 In order to bomb the industries and communications that supported Germany’s war effort, the 
United States Army Air Force mainly conducted precision bombing on daylight missions, while RAF 
Bomber Command concentrated on night attacks. 

 

 On the day of a mission, bombers would take-off from their airbase in large formations of 20 to 40 
aircraft, behind their brightly painted group assembly aeroplane, while climbing to an operational 
height of 20,000 to 25,000 feet. They would then join with formations from other airbases in East 
Anglia to make a Division column of about 400-500 bomber aircraft. When the column reached its 
target, each formation released its bombs on the aim and signal of the lead aircraft. 

 

 Fighter aircraft flown by the Americans included P-51 ‘Mustangs’ and P-47 ‘Thunderbolts’. The role 
of the fighter aeroplanes was to protect the bombers on their missions and chase away enemy 
fighters. Many American bomber aircraft were destroyed on missions until they were given a fighter 
escort. American bomber crews called fighter aircraft their ‘little friends’. 

 

 Ground crews performed a wide variety of roles including as mechanics, engineers, armourers, 
military policemen, cooks and clerks. For every man in the air there were another seven to 10 on 
the ground engaged in support work. 

 

 Not all missions were successful. Some American aeroplanes were shot down in enemy territory 
and others crashed in East Anglia. Air battles also took place over East Anglia. On 22 April, 1944, 
German fighter aircraft followed American bombers returning after dark from a mission to Hamm, 
Germany, and shot them on landing. During the air battle, called the 'night of the intruders’, about 
20 bomber aircraft were targeted, killing or wounding more than 60 American aircrew. 

 

Story of a Mission 
 Shot Down: Escape or 

Capture 

 

Crash in Norfolk 
 

Night of the Intruders 
 

 

 



 

Photograph of crew briefing on D-Day. 
NRO, MC 371/7 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Story of a Mission  

Photograph of assembly plane model. 
NRO, MC 376/658/1  

Photograph of coastline during 
D-Day mission.  
NRO, MC 376/32 

Photograph of mission de-brief.  
NRO, MC 371/910 

Extract from mission diary of 
Richard Vincent.  
NRO, MC 371/926 

Photograph of fighter aeroplane.  
NRO, MC 371/908/91 

Bomb damage to Cologne 
Cathedral, Germany 
NRO, MC 371/912 

 Armband dropped into France to identify  
allied French troops 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 



 

Shot Down: Escape or Capture 

Escape account written by James 
Anslow. NRO, MC 376/194 

Caterpillar club badge.  
NRO, MC 371/680 

Caterpillar club certificate.  
NRO, MC 371/680 

Goldfish club badge.  
NRO, MC 371/260 

Photographs to be carried in 
case they were shot down.  
NRO, MC 376/52 

Prisoner of war memoir.  
NRO, MC 376/125 

Silk escape map 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

Escape compass. 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

Goldfish club certificate.  
NRO, MC 371/260 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 
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An Aeroplane Crash in Norfolk 

Eye witness letter.  
NRO, MC 376/169 

Photograph of St Philip’s Church, 
Heigham. NLIS, NP00001933  

Plaque commemorating Lady 
Jane. NRO, private photograph 



 

Account of the ‘night of the 
intruders’ from a B-24 crew. 
NRO, MC 371/755 

The ‘Night of the Intruders’ 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Photograph of ground crew working 
on an aeroplane.  
NRO, MC 371/910 

Second Air Division Roll of Honor. 2AD 

Photograph of control tower workers 
watching for aeroplanes to return.  
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

Eye-witness account of the ‘night of the  
intruders’ . 
NRO, MC 376/194 
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Page 1: March 23rd 
Rough…and  
rough is putting it  
mildly. I hope I  
never have another  
mission like that.  
We went to Munster again  
only this time there were  
no clouds and we  
really got shot up.  
The sky was almost  
black with bursts of  
flak. 
 We hit the marshalling  
yards with 14-500  
pounders and believe  
me those yards are  
out for the rest of  
the war. (I hope).  
From my view 
 

Page 2 
I don’t see how  
anything could be  
left standing. As we  
left the target flames  
and smoke were  
raising to a height of  
a thousand feet. 
 Three planes we  
shot down which  
included the one  
directly in front of  
us. It went down  
in a ball of flames.  
Three chutes we’re  
sighted. Our ‘’lil  
friends’ (8 groups of  
P-51s) escorted us,  
they sure make you  
feel safe – ahem 
 “Lonesome Lois” 
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[Note: the above incident took place when Anslow had moved on to a farm 
near Soissons, northern France. He was hiding with Herve Clerc, an escaped 
French prisoner of war.] 
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169 Heigham St 
Norwich 
Sunday 

 
Dear Sir, 
 I feel that I must just  
put on record our very grateful  
thanks for the big sacrifice  
made by the noble crew of  
the aeroplane that crashed so  
near here on Friday last. 
 We all feel that in the  
way they manoeuvred the  
machine they gave their lives t 
o spare ours. 
 Will you kindly convey  
to the airmens relatives our  
sincere thanks for the noble effort  
of the men & our deep sympathy  
with them in this terrible  
tragedy. 
 
Yours gratefully 
A. Poynters (Mrs)
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What was life like for American service 
personnel in East Anglia? 

Anglo-American  
Relationships 

 

American Culture 
 

 

After the War 
 

 

Who’s who? 
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to see full size version 

Who’s who? 

Photograph of 67th Squadron, 44th 
Bomb group. 
NRO, MC 371/77 

Photograph of Maj. General Kepner and 
Maj. General Hodges at Headquarters. 
NRO, MC 376/592/22 

 
Did you know…?  
 

 Each airbase was home to one Bomb Group. In total, there were about 2,000-3,000 people 
on a bomber station, including flight and ground personnel. 

 

 At full strength, the 2nd Air Division had 14 Bomb Groups. Each group had a numerical 
designation and often a nickname given by the men themselves.  For example, the 93rd 
Bomb Group, Hardwick, was nicknamed ‘Ted’s Travelling Circus’ after their commander 
Colonel Edward 'Ted' Timberlake. 

 

 Each Bomb Group usually had four Bomb Squadrons. One Squadron had 12 to 16 B-24 
aeroplanes and about 200 combat airmen. 

 

 There were usually eight to 10 men in a B-24 bomber crew, depending on the type of mission 
they were flying. The crew usually had a pilot, co-pilot, radio operator, navigator, bombardier 
and aerial gunners. 

 

 For every man in the air there were another seven to 10 on the ground engaged in support 
work. These included cooks, clerks, mechanics, armourers and military policemen. 

 

 During the Second World War, around 150,000 American women served in the Women’s 
Auxiliary Corps (WAC). About 10,000 served abroad, including in Norfolk, where they usually 
undertook clerical and communications work. At any one time during 1943-5, there were 
about 200 American servicewomen in Norfolk. 

 

 The fighter contingent of the 2nd Air Division was the 65th Fighter Wing controlling five fighter 
groups based at airfields in Essex, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. A fighter group was 
composed of three fighter squadrons with approximately 30 aircraft each. 



 

Photograph of Clement 
Bertolino. 
NRO, MC 371/89 

Certificate for Clement Bertolino.  
NRO, MC 371/87 

Photograph of crew of 2nd Lt 
M.L. Simon.  
NRO, MC 371/680 

Dog tags of Charles Harter. 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

Identity badge of Charles Harter. 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 

Women’s Auxiliary Corps training at 
Ketteringham Hall. 
NRO, MC 371/815 

Watercolour, ‘One for the Depot’ 
NRO, MC 376/599 
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American Culture 

Thanksgiving menu.  
NRO, MC 371/43 

Memoir of John Rex.  
NRO, MC 371/741 

Photograph of John Rex. 
NRO, MC 371/882/6/2 

Letter from Mary Frances 
Elder.  
NRO, MC 371/807 

 

  Did you know…?  
 

 Many of the servicemen stationed in East Anglia were very young and had never been 
abroad before. They were issued with guides advising them on how to behave in England. 
In particular, they were warned not to criticize the food rations, beer or cigarettes, of a 
country which had been at war since 1939 and never to criticize the Royal family. 

 

 Many wrote letters back to their families in America explaining differences in language, 
culture, money and the landscape, but their letters had to be censored to ensure that they 
did not leak any information to enemy forces. 

 

 Many American service personnel stationed in East Anglia shared their cultural customs 
with Norfolk people. Some celebrated the feast of Thanksgiving with local families, often 
giving away some of their rations for the meal. 

 

 Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival celebrated in America on the fourth Sunday in 
November. Traditionally, its origins are said to stem from a shared autumn harvest feast 
between the Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Indians in 1621, but the real date of the 
first Thanksgiving celebrations is unknown. 

Photograph of Thanksgiving meal 
NRO, MC 371/43 



 

Glossary of words. NRO, MC 371/494 

List of Do’s and Don’ts. 
NRO, MC 371/494 

Pamphlet on letter     
censorship 
NRO, MC 371/574/8 

Extract from training manual, ‘You’re an Officer are 
you a gentleman?’. NRO, MC 371/574 

Letter from Rodney Ives.  
NRO, MC 376/153/1 

Photograph of Rodney Ives.  
NRO, MC 376/153/1 



 

Click on an image  
to see full size version 

Anglo-American Relationships 

Photograph of a children’s party at  
Attlebridge airbase.  
NRO, MC 371/912 

Photograph of a rodeo at Carrow Road.  
NRO, MC 376/336 

Programme for the rodeo.  
NRO, MC 376/162  

Letter thanking servicemen for 
providing a Christmas party for 
children. 
NRO, MC 371/731 

Letter asking children not to beg from American 
troops. NRO, C/ED 19/15 

 

Did you know…?  
 

 The rate of missions flown by crews was intense, but many servicemen still found time to get 
to know local people.  They met at their nearest pub and through dances or other 
entertainment on the airbases and in the community. Some made lasting friendships and 
continued to keep in touch with local families after the war. 

 

 It is estimated that more than 70,000 British women went to the United States with their 
American husbands after the war as their G.I. brides. In early 1946, as part of ‘Operation War 
Bride’, the United States Army transported thousands of war brides and children from Britain 
to America, the first group arriving in February 1946. 

Photograph of children at Wendling 
airbase. NRO, MC 371/910 



 

Marriage register for Earl Zimmerman and  
June Courtenay. NRO, PD 499/12 

Photograph of wedding of  
Jean Young and Joe Majors.  
NRO, MC 371/814 

Memories of war bride Sybil 
Billings. NRO, MC 376/273 

Sweetheart Jewellery. 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection 
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Photograph of memorial. 
NRO, MC 376/638/1  

Photograph of VE-Day.  
NRO, MC 371/49 

Photograph of VE-Day.  
NRO, MC 371/49 

Remembering the 2nd Air Division after the War 

Appeal leaflet for the Memorial Library, 
1945. NRO, MC 371/743 Photograph of Memorial Fountain, 

Norwich Central Library, 1963.  
NRO, MC 376/380 

 

Did you know…?  
 

 The end of the war was celebrated in Norfolk and, in Norwich, there was a large ‘Wings for 
Victory’ parade and service of Thanksgiving in the Cathedral on 13 May 1945. American 
service personnel took part in the event but, following VE-Day on 8 May 1945, their departure 
from Britain was rapid.  Some units were gone in a few weeks and the Eighth Air Force heavy 
bombers began flying their aircraft back to the United States in May 1945. 

 

 Since the war, the American presence in Norfolk has been remembered in a variety of ways.  
These include memorials relating to individual bomb groups on the site of former American 
airbases and plaques at the site of local air crashes.  

 

 There is also a ‘living memorial’ in the form of a Library. An American Room opened in the 
Norwich Central Library, Bethel Street, in 1963. Following the destruction of this Library by fire 
in 1994, a new 2nd Air Division Memorial Library was opened within the Norwich and Norfolk 
Millennium Library in the Forum in 2001. The Library houses the Roll of Honor which includes 
the names of American service personnel from the 2nd Air Division killed in action during the 
Second World War. 



 

Second Air Division Roll of Honor.  
2AD Photograph of the Forum, 2011. NLIS 

Inside of the Memorial Library, 2011. NLIS 
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Painted by Technical Sergeant Ludwig Lund in 1943. Reproduced in this education pack with the kind permission of his 
daughter Marjorie. Further copying is not allowed, without the permission of the copyright holder, Marjorie Lund-Fontaine. 
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Page 1 
Somewhere in  

Northern Ireland 
8/1/44 

Dear Mom- 
 [As you] Please send $50. Am  
having a wonderful time, only  
young once. Sober too. Seriously  
though I’ve been studying the English  
customs a little too freely and I’ll  
be a little short this month. With  
this $50 though I think I can stay  
ahead of the game because after I start  
operations I probably won’t have  
so much time to complete my survey  
of English reactions to Yanks. 
 I’ve been having a swell time in the  
E.T.O, - (European Theatre of Operations) and  
the English [are swell] treat you swell  
except for prices. There are two prices 
English & Yank. We haven’t been assigned  
to our permanent outfit as yet but we  
should be shortly and I’m really  
anxious to get going. I’ve met another  
of my classmates who is an instructor  
here and he’s finished his missions.  
We had a swell time talking over  
the old days at Hondo and I found  
that most of my class are either a  
prisoner of war or lost. The ones that 
 
 
 
 



Page 2 
 
are left are all captains. Do you remember  
Ken Dougherty who called me up from  
Portland when I was home after I graduated.  
He’s a prisoner of war in Germany. 
 I’ve seen quite a bit of England so far  
but I haven’t hit any big towns like  
London as yet. I’m not supposed to  
voice any opinion about the English  
people but the countryside is a lot  
like the New England States and in  
most [places its ver] towns the population i 
s very crow[d]ed - with many tenement  
sections. All of the richer people l 
ive in large country homes. There  
doesn’t seem to be much of a middle  
class here – either rich or poor. There  
are plenty of pubs (bars) and I’m getting  
so I like their warm beer- no hard  
liquor. There are no nite clubs except  
in London which has become some 
-what Americanized – at least that’s  
what I’ve been told. 
 Are quarters are Nissen huts at  
this station but they’re pretty  
comfortable in spite of their looks.  
The food is excellent and we have  
plenty of laughs with Captain York  
around. I guess I’ve never told you  
 
 
 
 



Page 3  
 
about him. He was with us at Tonopah  
and Mountain Home and he brought  
an instructor crew over with us.  
He used to be a college football player- 
a great big lunk- but plenty intelligent.  
He’s a typical college Joe and he  
can really keep you laughing. 
 Well there isn’t too much more  
of importance right now Mom but  
I found out for sure that I’ll be 
able to write you about the missions  
so you’ll be able to sweat them out  
with me when I start operations.  
I guess you get king of lonesome but  
keep your chin up and I’ll be home one  
of these days – maybe sooner than  
you think. 
 

Love, 
Rod 

 
P.S. About the money be sure and take it out  
of my account – I don’t know the procedure  
for sending it but use the same as you did  
with Dave’s. 
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31 December 1943 
Lieut Macloughlan [McLaughlin] 

Welfare Officer U.S.A 
Attlebridge 

 
Dear Sir, 
 
Please convey to all the Officers and  
enlisted men my deep thanks for the 
entertainment  
and treat they gave the Children on 
Christmas  
Eve. 
 
To those who gave their rations of  
candies and cookies and to all who worked 
 in the preparing of the food ‘thank you’. 
 
It was greatly enjoyed by the children  
and I know it will be remembered for years. 
 
May God bless you all, and may the  
New Year hasten the coming of a lasting 
peace. 
 
Thanking you 
Yours Sincerely 
 
F.L. Leonard 
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Introduction  

Did you know...?  
 
During the Second World War the United States Eighth Army Air Force dispatched 
3,000 bomber and fighter aircraft on daily operations involving more than 20,000 
airmen, flying from airfields in East Anglia. It was the largest offensive air force in 
history. 
 
The first official bombing mission by the Eighth Air Force took place on American 
Independence Day, July 4th 1942, when six American crews joined No. 226 Squadron 
flying from RAF Swanton Morley in a low level attack on four Luftwaffe airfields in the 
Netherlands. 
 
The Eighth Air Force was made up of three Air Divisions. The 2nd Air Division was 
based in Norfolk and North-East Suffolk. 
 
At first it was called the Second Bomb Wing, then the Second Bomb Division and 
became the Second Air Division in January 1945. 
 
The main role of the United States Army Air Force (hereafter USAAF) in the Second 
World War was to bomb the industries and communications that supported Germany’s 
war effort. 
 
To achieve this, the USAAF mainly conducted precision bombing on daylight missions, 
while RAF Bomber Command concentrated on night attacks. 
 
The 2nd Air Division began arriving in Norfolk on 7 September 1942. It flew its first 
mission from England on 7 November 1942 and its last on 25 April 1945. 
 
Targets attacked ranged from Norway in the north, as far east as Poland and Romania, 
while several Mediterranean countries were reached from temporary bases in North 
Africa. 
 
At any one time between 1942 and 1945, there were about 50,000 American service 
personnel stationed within a 30 mile radius of Norwich. 
 
For every man in the air there were another seven to 10 on the ground engaged in 
support work.  These included cooks, clerks, mechanics, armourers and military 
policemen. Total personnel on a bomber station varied between two and three 
thousand. 
 
Nearly 7,000 men serving with the 2nd Air Division lost their lives during the conflict. At 
one period the chance of an individual airman completing a tour of operations (25 
missions, later 30-35) was as little as one in three. 
 
With peace (following VE-Day on 8th May 1945) departure from the UK was rapid. 
Some units were gone in a few weeks and the Eighth Air Force heavy bomber groups 
began flying their aircraft home across the Atlantic in May 1945.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When the war ended, various memorials were put up to remember those Americans 
who had died. These included a ‘living memorial’ in the form of a library, an ‘American 
Room’, in the new Norwich Central Library, Bethel Street, which opened in 1963. 
Following the destruction of Norwich Central Library in the fire of 1994, a new 2nd Air 
Division Memorial Library was opened within the Norwich and Norfolk Millennium 
Library in the Forum in November 2001. 
 

Documents 
 
NRO, MC 371/743 
This leaflet was widely distributed to servicemen to appeal for funds for the construction 
and endowment of a lasting memorial, in the form of a library, to members of the 2nd 
Air Division who lost their lives during the Second World War. 
 
NRO, MC 376/380 
The dedication of a 2nd Air Division Memorial Room, in Norwich Central Library, took 
place on 13 June 1963. This photograph shows the opening of the Memorial Fountain, 
complete with stones from all 50 states in the United States, which was built outside the 
Memorial Room. 
 
2AD 
Map of 2nd Air Division bomber and fighter bases in East Anglia. 
 
NLIS 
Photograph of The Forum building, in Norwich, where the 2nd Air Division Memorial 
Library is based, 2011. 
 
2AD 
Second Air Division Memorial United States Eighth Air Force brochure, revised edition 
2003, printed by Alpha Press, Rackheath, Norfolk 
 
NRO 
Photograph of The Archive Centre, on Martineau Lane, Norwich. The home of the 2nd 
Air Division Archive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Equipment 

Which aeroplanes did the servicemen fly  
and what equipment did they use? 

 
Documents included in this section look at both the types of aeroplanes flown and the individual 
airmen’s equipment and uniform. 
 
It includes a detailed case study of the B-24 Witchcraft, a famous aeroplane which flew many 
successful missions with the 467th Bomb Group at Rackheath. There are also examples of the 
types of art which was painted on aeroplanes and information on why the crews painted these 
symbols and illustrations.  There are also fact sheets on some of the American, British and 
German aeroplanes flown during the Second World War and a ‘Beat that Plane’ card game to 
play which compares key information about them. 
 
For further information and documents which give an insight into what it was like to fly a heavy 
bomber aeroplane such as a B-24, please refer to the section on Missions and Incidents in this 
resource. 
 
Airmen were issued with a variety of kit including their uniforms, oxygen masks and parachutes. 
This section includes a typical equipment list and photographs of some parts of a fighter pilot’s 
uniform. It also contains photographs of brightly coloured uniform patches, which were sewn on 
to identify an airman’s bomb or squadron group. 
 
Did you know...? 
 
There were usually eight to 10 men in a B-24 bomber crew, depending on the type of mission 
they were flying.  The crew usually had a pilot, co-pilot, radio operator, navigator, bombardier 
and aerial gunners. 
 
The 2nd Air Division flew B-24 Liberators, a type of bomber aeroplane, which were made by the 
Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation in San Diego, California, and the Ford Motor Company 
at Willow Run, Michigan. 
 
The B-24 Liberator had a wing span of 33.5 meters (110 feet) and weighed over 30 tons. It had 
four 1,200 horsepower engines, a fuel capacity of 2,814 US gallons and could carry about 3,650 
kilograms (8,000 pounds) of bombs. A typical bomb load would be between 1,814 kilograms and 
2,722 kilograms (4,000 and 6,000 pounds). 
 
In 1944, the 65th Fighter Wing was assigned to the 2nd Air Division.  The fighters were 
nicknamed ‘little friends’ since they protected heavy bomber aircraft on their missions.  Fighter 
aircraft flown by the American Army Air Force included P-51 ‘Mustangs’ and P-47 
‘Thunderbolts’. 
 
An airman flying in a B-24 had to endure from four to eight hours (and sometimes as many as 
10 hours) in cramped conditions, exposed to constant noise and vibration. Much of the time the 
flight was at altitudes where oxygen masks had to be worn since aircraft were not pressurised 
as most are today.  Temperatures reached as low as minus 40 degrees Fahrenheit and airmen 
wore heavy clothing to prevent frostbite. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Documents 

 
B-24 Witchcraft aeroplane 
 
The Witchcraft was a B-24 aeroplane in the 790th Bomb Squadron, 467th Bomb Group, 
Rackheath. It was famous for completing 130 combat missions, which was an Eighth Air 
Force record. It flew in the 467th Bomb Group's first mission on 10 April 1944 and its last 
mission on 25 April 1945. 
 
NRO, MC 371/908/78 
Close-up of the nose-art on the B-24 Witchcraft. 
 
NRO, MC 376/656 
Photograph of the B-24 Witchcraft with members of its ground and maintenance crew, 1944, 
including Joe Ramirez (crew chief), Joseph J. Vetter (mechanic), Raymond A. Betcher 
(mechanic) and George Y. Dong (assistant crew chief). 
 
NRO, MC 371/491 
Photograph showing the B-24 Witchcraft in flight, signed by the aircraft’s crew chief M/Sgt Joe 
Ramirez.  
 
NRO, MC 376/655 
Short-snorters are banknotes (real or made-up) inscribed by people travelling together on an 
aircraft. The tradition began in the 1920s and during the Second World War short-snorters 
were signed by flight crews and were believed to convey good luck to the airmen. This 
commemorative short-snorter features an image of the B-24 Witchcraft. 
 
Aeroplane Nose-Art 
 
NRO, MC 376/352 
Photograph of a serviceman painting bomb symbols on a B-24 aeroplane. 
 
The combat achievements of an aircraft were often represented by symbols painted on its 
nose or fuselage. 
 
Vertical bomb symbols (usually painted in yellow on camouflage and black on bare metal) 
represented each mission undertaken.  D-Day and other special missions were sometimes 
represented by a large or coloured bomb symbol and the low-level mission to Ploesti was 
often represented by the silhouette of a bomb in horizontal position. 
 
A duck silhouette often indicated a diversion mission and a parachute with a box attached, or 
sack of flour, a supply mission. 
 
The destruction of enemy fighters, known as ‘fighter kills’ were often recorded by painting 
swastikas or Nazi flags on the aeroplane.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
NRO, MC 376/352 
Examples of nose-art painted on B-24 aeroplanes. 
 
The airmen also painted their own designs on the nose or fuselage of their aeroplanes.  
Many were pictures of their sweethearts. Other designs represented America or the name of 
their aeroplane. 
 
Uniform 
 
2AD, Memorabilia and Display Collection: Goggles and Helmet  
1st Lt Alden Smith’s flying goggles and helmet. 
 
1st Lt Alden E. Smith of the 362nd Fighter Squadron, 357th Fighter Group, flew as a pilot in 
the P-51B American Girl (serial number 43-6637 G4-K). He flew 80 missions in American 
Girl, later named Rubber Check, which was destroyed in an airbase accident, December 
1944. 
 
The 357th Fighter Group, nicknamed 'The Yoxford Boys’, was a 1st Air Division unit of the 
Eighth Air Force. They flew P-51 'Mustangs' from RAF Raydon (USAAF Station 157) and 
then from RAF Leiston (USAAF Station 373). Lt Alden Smith’s flying goggles and helmet 
would have been the same as that of a fighter pilot in the 2nd Air Division and they are used 
here as an example. 
 
NRO, MC 376/549 
Photograph of 1st Lt Alden E. Smith, fighter pilot, in his aeroplane wearing his flying helmet 
and goggles. 
 
MC 371/840 
445th Bomb Group, Tibenham, 701st Bomb Squadron uniform patch. 
491st Bomb Group, Metfield/North Pickenham, uniform patch. 
 
MC 371/308 
Equipment list for clothing, oxygen mask, a parachute and other items belonging to George 
Dickinson of the 713th Squadron, 448th Bomb Group, Seething. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lesson Plan 

 
Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be incorporated in your 
lessons.  
 
Starter activity (template attached) 
Ask the class to play the ‘beat that plane’ game using the cards that are included in the 
template below. Children can play in groups of two to four players. 
 
Main activity  
Using the list of equipment ask the children to work in pairs to label the photograph of Lt 
Alden Smith.  
Differentiation- 
Lower ability/younger children can use pre-printed words of each item of equipment and 
stick it on to the photograph 
Higher ability/older children can write the labels themselves.  
 
Alternatively, ask the children to work in pairs to create name and nose-art for an 
aeroplane. 
 
Plenary  
Write a diary entry of getting ready for a mission or flight. Include putting on the uniform 
and equipment, getting into the aeroplane and the name of the aeroplane. 
 



Beat that Plane! 
 

This game can be played as a starter activity or on its own. To play the 
game print out the game cards on A4 paper and cut them into A6 cards. 

 
Game Rules 

 Shuffle and deal all the cards. Each player holds their cards in their 
hands, face up and can only look at their top card. 

 
 The player to the dealer’s left reads out an item from their top card (e.g. 

‘engine power’). The other players then read out the same item. The 
card with the highest value wins. 

 
 If two or more cards share the top value, then another value is selected 

from the same card by the player to the dealer’s left until there is a win. 
 

 The winner takes the card and puts it at the bottom of their pile of 
cards.  They then start the game again, reading out an item from their 
top card. 

 
 Players can use the information on strengths and weaknesses to play 

the game tactically. 
 

 The person with the most number of ‘wins’ at the end is the champion. 

 
Historical information 

 Details given for aircraft dimensions, bomb loads, speed, range and 
weight are typical figures. In reality, there were often considerable 
variations between aircraft models which were continually developed 
throughout the Second World War. For all aircraft their speed, range, 
height flown and fuel loadings were all dependent on each other.  
Figures have been rounded to make it easier to compare them. 

 
 Some aeroplanes were also very versatile. For example, there may be 

a fighter, fighter-bomber and reconnaissance version of the same 
aeroplane. Also, an aeroplane’s role could change. A fighter might start 
off as a first-line interceptor fighter and then change to a fighter-bomber 
or ground attack role later in its use, when its speed had been 
overtaken by a new generation of fighter aircraft. 

 
 British RAF bombers carried large loads for their role of night-time area 

bombing. American bombers carried out daylight precision bombing 
and carried lower bomb loads than the British but were often more 
heavily armed to defend them to and from their target. 

 
 The role of the fighter aeroplanes was to protect the bombers on their 

missions and chase away enemy fighters. Many American bomber 
aircraft were destroyed on missions until they were given a fighter 



escort.  Americans bomber crews called fighter aircraft their ‘little 
friends’. 

 
 The values of aeroplanes given in some of the fact files are based on 

the calculation of the exchange rate of £1.00/$4.03 in 1940. Worth 
today was calculated using The National Archives currency converter 
at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency/ 

 
 Tactics were important too. At first, allied fighters often flew in 

formation with the bombers but, from early 1944, they changed to 
attack the German Air Force (Luftwaffe) wherever it could be found.  

 
Abbreviations used 

 Horsepower (hp) 
 Kilograms (kg) 
 Kilometres (km) 
 Metres (m) 
 Miles (mi.) 
 Miles per hour (mph) 
 Millimetres (mm) 

 
References 
Most information is taken from Jane’s, Fighting Aircraft of World War II 
(London, 2001).  Other websites used are noted below and they are a useful 
source of further information: 

 http://acepilots.com 
 http://www.aviation-history.com  
 http://www.century-of-flight.net 
 http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets  
 http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk 
 http://www.the-battle-of-britain.co.uk 
 http://www.warbirdalley.com 
 http://ww2warbirds.net 
 http://en.wikipedia.org  
 http://www.world-war-2-planes.com 

 
References for images of aeroplanes used in the fact files and ‘Beat that 
Plane’ game: 
 

 
Avro Lancaster Mk I: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Avro_Lancaster_Mk_1_ExCC.jpg Expired 
Crown Copyright image by Royal Air Force via the website/www.raf.mod.uk 
 



 
A Royal Air Force de Havilland Mosquito BXVI in flight: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mosquito_600pix.jpg 
Expired Crown Copyright image 
 

 
A Royal Air Force Hawker Hurricane Mark IV fighter-bomber armed with RP-3 
rockets in flight, August 1945: http://schools-
wikipedia.org/images/87/8754.jpg.htm 
Expired Crown Copyright image no. MH4943 from the Imperial War Museum 
collections 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mk I Supermarine Spitfire, 1938: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:SpitI19a.jpg 
Expired Crown Copyright image no. CH27 from the Imperial War Museum 
collections 



 

 
B-17 Flying Fortress: http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:B-
17_on_bomb_run.jpg 
The image or file is in the public domain 
 

 
B-24D Liberator over Maxwell Field, Alabama: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Maxwell_B-24.jpg 
The image or file is in the public domain 
 

 
B-24 ‘Witchcraft’ in flight (Norfolk Record Office, MC 371/491) 
 

 
P-51 Mary Ann at Horsham St Faith (Norfolk Record Office, MC 371/908/91) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P-47 Peck of Trouble (Norfolk Record Office, (MC 371/908/108) 
 

 
Three German Junkers Ju 87D dive bombers, 1943: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ju_87 
Bundesarchiv, Bild 183-J16050 / CC-BY-SA 
Creative commons Attribution Sharealike 3.0 Germany: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en 



 

 
Captured Fw 190 A in replicated Luftwaffe insignia. As a result the markings 
are enlarged and placed incorrectly: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Focke-
Wulf_Fw_190_050602-F-1234P-005.jpg 
The image or file is in the public domain 
 

 
Messerschmitt Bf 109, c. 1940: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messerschmitt_Bf_109 
Bundesarchiv, Bild 101I-337-0036-02A / Folkerts / CC-BY-SA 
Creative commons Attribution Sharealike 3.0 Germany: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en 
 

 
Heinkel He 111: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heinkel_He_111 
Attribution: Bundesarchiv, Bild 101I-343-0694-21 / Schödl (e) / CC-BY-SA 
Creative commons Attribution Sharealike 3.0 Germany: 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/de/deed.en 
 



Avro Lancaster 
Four-engine heavy bomber in  

 service, 1942-1950s 
  

Strengths 
 

 Carried large bomb loads 
 Moved well for an aircraft of its 

size and could overcome some 
German night fighters 

 Strong armour allowed it to survive 
heavy damage 

 
Weaknesses 

 

 Lancasters were not the fastest 
heavy bomber aircraft 

 
Nicknames 

 

 The Lanc and Dambuster 

 

Interesting facts 
 

 Some Lancasters were able to carry the 
huge 9,979 kg Grand Slam bomb 
 

 Lancasters took part in the Dambuster 
mission to attack German dams in the 
Ruhr Valley using bouncing bombs 
 

 Armed with: 
  ten 7.69 mm machine-guns 

First Flown July 1939 

Number of Engines 4 

Engine Power 1,280 horsepower each 

Crew 7 

Bomb Load 6,350 kg 

Wing Span 31.1 m 

Length 21 m 

Height 6 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 30,844 kg 

Top Speed 280 mph 

Normal range 1,040 miles 

Highest Flown 7,468 m 

Number Built 7,377 



De Havilland 98 Mosquito 

Two-engine, high-speed, fighter 
and fighter-bomber in service, 

1941-61.  These figures are for the 
fighter-bomber. 

 

Strengths 
 

 Light and small compared to 
other fighter bombers 

 Its long range also made it good 
for missions to gather military 
information 

 Hard to detect on radar 
 

Weaknesses 
 

 It had fewer weapons than other 
fighters but the Mosquito relied 
mostly on its speed for protection 

 

Nicknames 
 

 Wooden Wonder or Mossie 

 

Interesting facts 
 

 Some parts of the aircraft were made of 
wood to make it light 
 

 Took part in an attack on the Gestapo 
head quarters in The Hague and break out 
of more than 250 prisoners from Amiens 
 

 Armed with: 
  four 7.69 mm machine-guns 
  four 20 mm cannons 

First Flown October 1940 

Number of Engines 2 

Engine Power 1,480 hp each 

Crew 2 

Bomb Load 907 kg 

Wing Span 16.5 m 

Length 14 m 

Height 5 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 8,845 kg 

Top Speed 380 mph 

Normal range 1,650 miles 

Highest Flown 10,973 m 

Number built 7,781 



Hawker Hurricane 
Single-engine fighter and fighter-

bomber in service, 1937-1950s 
 

Strengths 
 

 Strong, stable and could survive 
heavy damage 

 Reliable with few mechanical 
failures. 
 

 

Weakness 
 

 Slower than the Spitfire and less 
acceleration than a Bf 109 

 Less fire power than some fighters 
 Overtaken by newer and faster 

fighter aeroplanes, the Hurricane 
changed to other roles including as 
a fighter-bomber 
 

Nicknames 
 

 Hurry and Hurribomber 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 Played a key role in the Battle of Britain 
where it targeted German bombers 
 

 First fighter plane to break the 300 mph 
barrier 
 

 Armed with: 
  eight 7.69 mm machine-guns 
  or four 20 mm cannons 

First Flown November 1935 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,030 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 454 kg 

Wing Span 12.2 m 

Length 10 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 3,024 kg 

Top Speed 330 mph 

Normal range 425 miles 

Highest Flown 10,973 m 

Number built 14,533 



Supermarine Spitfire 
Single-engine fighter in service, 

July 1938-late 1950s 
 

Strengths 
 

 Spitfires were fast and could turn 
quickly in the air 

 The pilot had good visibility 
 

Weakness 
 

 Fuel tank directly in front of the 
pilot could be a hazard 

 Its armour was weaker against 
ground fire attacks than some 
other fighters 

 Its range was shorter than some 
fighters such as the P-51 Mustang 

 
Nicknames 

 
 Spit, Spitter and Bomfire 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 Key aircraft in the Battle of Britain where 
it targeted German fighters, especially Bf 
109s 
 

 The Spitfire’s first mission over foreign 
soil was the evacuation of Dunkirk, 1940 

  

 Outmatched by the Fw 190 from 1941, 
but improved when  the Allies caught a 
Fw 190 in 1942. 
 

 Armed with: 
   eight 7.69 mm machine guns 

First Flown March 1936 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,470 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 227 kg 

Wing Span 11.2 m 

Length 9 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 2,481 kg 

Top Speed 365 mph 

Normal range 470 miles 

Highest Flown 11,278m 

Number built 20,351 



Boeing B-17 
Four-engine heavy bomber in 

service, 1937-1960s 
 

Strengths 
 

 Strong design could survive a lot of 
battle damage 

 Good weapons which could 
threaten, but not disarm, some 
fighter aeroplanes 

 Its bombsight gave successful 
bombing from a great height 

 

Weakness 
 

 Carried fewer bombs shorter 
distances, than some heavy 
bombers 

 Slow and weak against fighter 
attacks, like most heavy bombers. 

 

Nicknames 
 

 Flying Fortress 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 B-17s dropped 640,000 metric tons, out of 
a total of 1,500,000 (1.5 million), of bombs 
on Germany during the Second World War 
 

 In wartime, it cost about $238,329 to make 
a B-17 (worth about £1,689,443 today) 
 

 Armed with: 
  thirteen 12.7mm machine guns 
 

First Flown July 1935 

Number of Engines 4 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 9 

Bomb Load 2,722 kg 

Wing Span 31.6 m 

Length 23 m 

Height 6 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 22,453 kg 

Top Speed 295 mph 

Normal range 1,100 miles 

Highest Flown 10,668 m 

Number built 12,731 



Consolidated B-24 Liberator 

Four-engine heavy bomber in 
service, 1941-67 

 

Strengths 
 

 Carried large bomb loads over long 
distances at a good speed 

 Its bombsight gave successful 
bombing from a great height 

 Built in large numbers 
 

Weakness 
 

 Weak against fighter attack, 
especially from the front 

 Lighter and faster than a B-17, but 
had weaker armour and was at more 
risk from battle damage 

 Dangerous to belly land as its 
fuselage could break apart 

 

Nicknames 
 

 Liberator and Ugly Duckling 

First Flown December 1939 

Number of Engines 4 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 10 

Bomb Load 3,629 kg 

Wing Span 33.5 m 

Length 20 m 

Height 5 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 29,484 kg 

Top Speed 300 mph 

Normal range 2,100 miles 

Highest Flown 8,534 m 

Number built 18,482 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 In wartime it cost about $297,627 to make a 
B-24 (worth about £2,112,413 today) 

 Mass made by the Ford Motor Company in 
Michigan. In 1944, one B-24 was made 
every hour and 650 every month 

 Famous mission: The low-level strike against 
the Ploesti oil fields, Romania, 1 August 
1943 

 Armed with ten 12.7 mm machine guns 
 



North American P-51 
Single-engine, long-range, fighter 

and fighter-bomber aircraft in 
service, April 1942-1960s. 

 
Strengths 

 

 Very long range made it good for 
protecting bomber aeroplanes and 
missions to gather military 
information 

 Strong structure could survive 
battle damage 

 
Weakness 

 

 Early models had a poor field of 
vision for the pilot 

 Some did not perform so well at 
higher altitudes. 

 
Nicknames 

 

Mustang and Spam Can 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 In wartime it cost about $50,985 to make a 
P-51 (worth about £363,337 today) 
 

 P-51s destroyed about 4,950 German 
aircraft, more than any other Allied fighters 
and including the jet powered German Me 
262 fighter aeroplane 
 

 Armed with: 
  six 12.7 mm machine guns 

First Flown October 1940 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,695 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 907 kg 

Wing Span 11.3 m 

Length 10 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 4,536 kg 

Top Speed 437 mph 

Normal range 950 miles 

Highest Flown 12,771 m 

Number built 15,875 



Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 
Single-engine, long-range, fighter 
and fighter-bomber in service, mid 

1942-1960s 
 

Strengths 
 

 Very strong design could survive a 
lot of battle damage 

 It had a long range 
 Good fire power and weapons 
 

Weakness 
 

 It was the heaviest and largest 
single-engine fighter and did not 
move as well as some fighter aircraft 

 It had a shorter range than the P-51 
fighter aeroplane 

 
Nicknames 

 

 Thunderbolt and The Jug 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 In wartime it cost about $85,000 to make a 
P-47 (worth about £605,734 today) 
 

 P-47s were the first fighter aeroplane to 
provide good protection for American heavy 
bombers on their missions 
 

 Armed with: 
  eight 12.7 mm machine guns 
  some could carry ten 12.7 mm HVAR air-

 to-surface unguided rockets instead of 
 bombs 

First Flown May 1941 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,625 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 1,134 kg 

Wing Span 12.4 m 

Length 11 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 6,123 kg 

Top Speed 435 mph 

Normal range 790 miles 

Highest Flown 12,802 m 

Number built 15,686 



Focke-Wulf 190 (Fw 190) 
Single-engine fighter and fighter-

bomber in service, 1941-8 
 

Strengths 
 

 Strong structure and high fire power 
 Good speed and moved well, but it 

could not turn as quickly as a 
Spitfire 

 

Weakness 
 

 Early Fw 190s did not perform as 
well at heights over 20,000 ft  

 This made it less successful as an 
interceptor to catch other 
aeroplanes above 20,000 ft 

 

Nicknames 
 

 Würger (Butcherbird or Shrike).  
Some models were nicknamed 
Känguruh (Kangaroo) due to their 
pouch-shaped design 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 A 100 acre (0.40 km²) Focke-Wulf plant at 
Marienburg, Germany, made about half of 
all Fw 190s. It was bombed by the  
American Eighth Air Force in 1944. 
 

 Outperformed most Allied fighters until the 
Spifire IX was introduced in July 1942. 
 

 Armed with: 
 two 12.95 mm MG 131 machine guns 
 two to four 20 mm cannons  

First Flown June 1939 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,700 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 499 kg 

Wing Span 10.5 m 

Length 9 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 4,417 kg 

Top Speed 402 mph 

Normal range 644 miles 

Highest Flown 10,302 m 

Number built 20,051 



Heinkel HE III 
 

Twin-engine medium bomber and 
torpedo carrier in service, 1935-1944 

 

Strengths 
 

 Its reliability made it the main 
bomber of the German Air Force 

 Strong and could survive lots of 
battle damage 

 

Weakness 
 

 Not very fast 
 Early HE IIIs had weak fire power 
 By the Battle of Britain, 1940, it had 

been overtaken by new, faster, Allied 
fighters.  Even so, HE IIIs were 
flown until the end of the war 

 

Nicknames 
 

 Spaten (Spade) 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 Made in secret as a passenger aeroplane. 
Germany was not supposed to develop an 
air force after the First World War. 
 

 HE IIIs were the main German bomber 
used for the Blitz on London 
 

 Armed with: 
  up to six 7.92 mm MG 15 machine guns 
  one 20 mm cannon 
   rear-firing 7.92 mm MG 17 machine gun 

First Flown February 1935 

Number of Engines 2 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 5 

Bomb Load 2,000 kg 

Wing Span 22.6 m 

Length 17 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 12,030 kg 

Top Speed 258 mph 

Normal range 1,199 miles 

Highest Flown 7,800 m 

Number built 6,508 



Junkers JU 87 
Single-engine dive bomber and 

ground attack aeroplane in service, 
1937-45 

 

Strengths 
 

 Very accurate bomber 
 Could dive at a very steep angle 
 Well designed for ground attack to 

break through enemy lines quickly 
and to destroy ships and tanks 

 
Weakness 

 

 Heavy, slow and short range 
 Weak fire power in early models 
 

Nicknames 
 

 Stuka (short for Sturzkampfflugzeug 
meaning dive bomber in German) 

 Kanonenvogel (cannon bird) 
 Panzerknacker (tank cracker) 

 

Interesting Facts 
 

 Made a wailing ‘trumpets of Jericho’ noise 
when diving to cause fear 
 

 By the  Battle of Britain, 1940, it had been 
overtaken by new and faster Allied fighters 
 

 Armed with: 
 two 20 mm cannons 
 twin 7.92 mm MG 81z machine guns 
 three extra MG 81zs or paired 20 mm 
 cannons for ground attack 

First Flown April 1935 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,300 hp 

Crew 2 

Bomb Load 1,800 kg 

Wing Span 13.8 m 

Length 11 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 5,715 kg 

Top Speed 255 mph 

Normal range 620 miles 

Highest Flown 7,286 m 

Number built 6,000 



Messerschmitt Bf 109 
Single-engine fighter and fighter 

bomber in service, 1937-67 
 

Strengths 
 

 Advanced design for its time 
 Strong fire power and good speed 
 Lots of Bf 109s were built 
 

Weakness 
 

 Poor field of vision for pilot 
 Many accidents were caused by its 

landing gear 

 Short range meant it could not 
support German bombers very far 
past London 
 

Nicknames 
 

 Messer 
 Die Beule (the bulge) for some 

models due to their shape 

Interesting Facts 
 

 Began as an entry by the Bayerische 
Flugzeugwerke Company (later 
Messerschmitt) in a Luftwaffe fighter 
design competition in the 1930s 
 

 Early Bf 109s were flown in the Spanish 
Civil War, 1936-1939 
 

 Armed with: 
 two 12.95 mm MG 131 machine guns 
 one 20 mm cannon  

First Flown May 1935 

Number of Engines 1 

Engine Power 1,475 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 250 kg 

Wing Span 9.9 m 

Length 9 m 

Height 4 m 

Normal Loaded Weight 3,175 kg 

Top Speed 386 mph 

Normal range 350 miles 

Highest Flown 11,549 m 

Number built 35,000 



 

Supermarine Spitfire 
 
 

‘Spit’ 
 

 

Strengths 
 Fast and could turn quickly in the air 
 The pilot had good visibility 

 

Weakness 
 Fuel tank directly in front of the pilot could be 

a hazard 
 Weaker armour against ground fire attacks 

than some other fighters 
 Shorter range than some fighters, such as 

the P51 ‘Mustang’ 

Number built 20,351 

Engine Power 1,470 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 227 kg 

Wing Span 11.2 m 

Top Speed 365 mph 

Normal range 470 miles 

Single-engine 
fighter 

 
Hawker Hurricane 

 
‘Hurry’ 

 

                            Strengths 
 Strong, stable and could survive heavy 

damage 
 Reliable with few mechanical failures 
 

Weakness 
 Slower than the Spitfire  
 Less fire power than some fighters 
 Overtaken by newer and faster fighter 

aeroplanes.  The Hurricane changed to other 
roles including as a fighter-bomber 

Number built 14,533 

Engine Power 1,030 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 454  kg 

Wing Span 12.2 m 

Top Speed 330 mph 

Normal range 425 miles 

Single-engine fighter 
and fighter-bomber 

 

Avro Lancaster 
 

‘The Lanc’ 

 

Strengths 
 Carried large bomb loads 
 Moved well for an aircraft of its size and 

could overcome some German night fighters 
 Strong armour allowed it to survive heavy 

damage 
 

Weaknesses 
 Lancasters were not the fastest heavy 

bomber aircraft 

Number built 7,377 

Engine Power 1,280 hp each 

Crew 7 

Bomb Load 6,350 kg 

Wing Span 31.1 m 

Top Speed 280 mph 

Normal range 1,040 miles 

Four-engine  
heavy bomber 

 
De Havilland 98 Mosquito 

 
‘Wooden Wonder’  

 

Strengths 
 Light and small compared to other fighter-

bombers 
 Its long range also made it good for 

missions to gather military information 
 Hard to detect on radar 
 

Weaknesses 
 It had fewer weapons than other fighters but 

the Mosquito relied mostly on its speed for 
protection 

Number built 7,781 

Engine Power 1,480 hp each 

Crew 2 

Bomb Load 907 kg 

Wing Span 16.5 m 

Top Speed 380 mph 

Normal range 1,650 miles 

Two-engine, fighter 
and fighter bomber 



Single-engine fighter 

Number built 12,731 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 9 

Bomb Load 2,722 kg 

Wing Span 31.6 m 

Top Speed 295 mph 

Normal range 1,100 miles 

 

Boeing B-17 
 

    ‘Flying 
Fortress’ 

 

Strengths 
 Strong design could survive a lot of damage 
 Good weapons could threaten some fighter 

aeroplanes 
 Bombsight gave successful bombing from a 

great height 
 

Weakness 
 Carried fewer bombs, shorter distances than 

some heavy bombers 
 Slow and weak against fighter attacks, like 

most heavy bombers 

Four-engine  
heavy bomber 

 
Consolidated B-24 Liberator 

 
 

‘Ugly Duckling’ 

 

Strengths 
 Carried large bomb loads over long distances  
 Its bombsight gave successful bombing from 

a great height 
 Built in large numbers 

Weakness 
 Lighter and faster than a B-17, but had 

weaker armour and was at more risk from 
battle damage 

 Dangerous to belly land as its fuselage could 
break apart 

Number built 18,482 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 10 

Bomb Load 3,629 kg 

Wing Span 33.5m 

Top Speed 300 mph 

Normal range 2,100 miles 

Four-engine  
heavy bomber 

 

Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 
 

‘The Jug’ 

 

                          Strengths 
 Very strong design could survive a lot of 

battle damage 
 It had a long range 
 Good fire power and weapons 
 

Weakness 
 It was the heaviest and largest single-

engine fighter and did not move as well as 
some fighter aircraft 

 It had a shorter range than the P-51 fighter 
aeroplane 

Number built 15,686 

Engine Power 1,625 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 1,134  kg 

Wing Span 12.4 m 

Top Speed 435 mph 

Normal range 790 miles 

Single-engine fighter 
and fighter-bomber 

North American P-51 
Mustang 

 
‘Spam Can’ 

 

                             Strengths 
 Very long range made it good for protecting 

bomber aeroplanes and missions to gather 
military information 

 Strong structure could survive battle 
damage 

 

Weakness 
 Early models had a poor field of vision for 

the pilot 
 Some did not perform so well at higher 

altitudes 

Number built 15,875 

Engine Power 1,695 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 907 kg 

Wing Span 11.3 m 

Top Speed 437 mph 

Normal range 950 miles 



 

Focke-Wulf 190 (Fw 190) 
 
 

Würger 
(Butcherbird)  

 

Strengths 
 Strong structure and high fire power 
 Good speed and moved well, but it could 

not turn as quickly as a Spitfire 
 

Weakness 
 Early Fw 190s did not perform as well at 

heights over 20,000 ft  
 This made it less successful as an 

interceptor to catch other aeroplanes above 
20,000 ft 

Number built 20,051 

Engine Power 1,700 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 499 kg 

Wing Span 10.5 m 

Top Speed 402 mph 

Normal range 644 mph 

Single-engine fighter 
and fighter bomber 

 

Heinkel HE III 
 
 Spaten (Spade) 
    

                       
Strengths 

 Its reliability made it the main bomber of the 
German Air Force 

 Strong and could survive lots of battle 
damage 

 

Weakness 
 Not very fast 
 Early HE IIIs had weak fire power 
 By 1940, it had been overtaken by new, 

faster, Allied fighters. Even so, HE IIIs were 
flown until the end of the war 

Number built 6,508 

Engine Power 1,200 hp each 

Crew 5 

Bomb Load 2,000 kg 

Wing Span 22.6 m 

Top Speed 258 mph 

Normal range 1,199 miles 

Twin-engine 
medium bomber 

Messerschmitt Bf 109 
 

Messer 

 

                          
Strengths 

 Advanced design for its time 
 Strong fire power and good speed 
 Lots of Bf 109s were built 
 

Weakness 
 Poor field of vision for pilot 
 Many accidents were caused by its landing 

gear 

Number built 35,000 

Engine Power 1,475 hp 

Crew 1 

Bomb Load 250 kg 

Wing Span 9.9 m 

Top Speed 386 mph 

Normal range 350 miles 

Single-engine fighter 
and fighter bomber 

Junkers JU 87 
 
 

Stuka (Dive 
Bomber) 

 

                             Strengths 
 Very accurate bomber 
 Could dive at a very steep angle 
 Well designed for ground attack to break 

through enemy lines quickly and to destroy 
ships and tanks 

 
Weakness 

 Heavy, slow and short range 
 Weak fire power in early models 

Number built 6,000 

Engine Power 1,300 hp 

Crew 2 

Bomb Load 1,800 kg 

Wing Span 13.8 m 

Top Speed 255 mph 

Normal range 620 miles 

Single-engine dive 
bomber  



Game Rules 
 

 Shuffle and deal all the cards. Each player 
holds their cards in their hands, face up and 
can only look at their top card. 

 

 The player to the dealer’s left reads out an 
item from their top card (e.g. ‘engine 
power’). The other players then read out the 
same item. The card with the highest value 
wins. 

 

 If two or more cards share the top value, 
then another value is selected from the 
same card by the player to the dealer’s left 
until there is a win. 

 

 The winner takes the card and puts it at the 
bottom of their pile of cards.  They then start 
the game again, reading out an item from 
their top card. 

 

 Players can use the information on 
strengths and weaknesses to play the game 
tactically. 

 

 The person with the most number of ‘wins’ 
at the end is the champion. 
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Places 

Which places in East Anglia were important to American 
Servicemen and women and why? 

 
 

Documents included in this section concentrate on the places where American service 
personnel lived and worked. It includes photographs of buildings on the airbase, such as 
residential Nissen huts and the Control Tower. It also shows other buildings they may have 
visited in the course of their duties such as 2nd Air Division Headquarters at Ketteringham 
Hall and the Station Hospital, Morley Hall, Wymondham. 
 
Other documents in this section investigate where service personnel went in their free time 
and the types of activities they did. They include photographs of prominent sites around 
Norwich that many service personnel mention in their memoirs. 
 
Did you know...? 
 
The Eighth Air Force was made up of three Air Divisions. The 2nd Air Division was based 
in Norfolk and North-East Suffolk. 
 
During the Second World War, American occupied airbases covered about 100,000 acres 
of Norfolk. 
 
Each airbase was home to one Bombardment Group (Bomb Group). In total, there were 
about two to three thousand people on a bomber station, including flight and ground 
personnel. 
 
The 2nd Air Division Headquarters was at Old Catton between September and October 
1943. It then moved to Horsham St Faith (now Norwich International Airport) where it was 
based until it moved to Ketteringham Hall, near Wymondham, which was requisitioned from 
the Boileau family, just before Christmas 1943. Headquarters remained at Ketteringham 
Hall until June 1945. 
 
Leisure facilities on the airbases would usually include an officers’ mess, room for enlisted 
men, a canteen and theatre. Servicemen also played traditional American sports, such as 
baseball, in their free time. 
 
American Red Cross (ARC) workers, with the help of local volunteers, provided food and 
entertainment for servicemen and women on some airbases. There were also Red Cross 
service clubs in cities across the country, including at the Bishop’s Palace in Norwich.  
 
Service personnel were able to leave the airbase on short passes to visit local towns and 
villages, or spend time with local families with whom many made lasting friendships. 
Longer leave was also available and personnel would often travel to destinations across 
Britain. London and Edinburgh were popular places for them to visit. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documents 
 

Life on the Airbase 
 
NRO, MC 376/599 
Watercolour, ‘Horsham St Faith from A-1’, showing Horsham St Faith airbase, home of the 
458th Bomb Group. This site is now Norwich International Airport.  Watercolour painted by 
T/Sgt Ludwig Lund and presented to General James Pratt Hodges, 2nd Air Division 
Commander, by his officers and men, 1943. 
 
T/Sgt Ludwig Lund was born 20 September 1908 in Odense, Demark.  In 1920, when 
Ludwig was 12 years old, his Danish family emigrated to the United States.  From an early 
age, Ludwig showed a talent for drawing and was largely a self-taught artist.  During the 
Second World War, he served as a Technical Sergeant in the Intelligence Division where 
he illustrated maps as part of his work.  When stationed in England, Lund was made the 
Official Army Illustrator of the 2nd Air Division and was commissioned to paint a series of 
watercolours of the Division’s activities.  Some of the watercolours, including the one 
shown here, were given to the Commander of the 2nd Air Division, General James Pratt 
Hodges by his staff as a present in December 1943. Framed prints of the watercolours 
presented to General Hodges are on permanent display at the 2nd Air Division Memorial 
Library in Norwich, and can be seen on their website at 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Image_galleries/Impressions_by_Ludwig_Lund. 
 
NRO, MC 376/592/22 
Photograph of the interior of a residential Nissen hut. 
 
NRO, MC 376/591/13 
Photograph of a ward at the 231st Station Hospital, Morley, Wymondham. The photograph 
is part of some research papers compiled by Anne Hoare. 
 
The 231st Station Hospital played a key role following the D-Day campaigns, in June 1944, 
when over 2,000 patients were brought there for treatment by hospital trains which arrived 
at Spooner Row Station, Wymondham. In anticipation of the extra casualties, the hospital 
had to increase its bed spaces from 834 to 1,254 beds in May 1944. Morley was also one 
of the few American military hospitals which was not racially segregated, with patients 
treatment based on their injuries and not their skin colour. 
 
NRO, MC 371/7 
Photograph of the Control Tower at Shipdham airbase, 44th Bomb Group, 1944. 
 
MC 376/334 
Photograph of 2nd Air Division Headquarters at Ketteringham Hall. 
 
Leisure Time 
 
NRO, MC 376/29 
Photograph of Norwich Market Place in 1944. Note that some of the street lamps have 
been covered as part of the wartime blackout. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NRO, MC 376/599 
Watercolour, ‘The Rendezvous’, showing the Bell Hotel, Norwich, in wartime when it was a 
popular meeting place for American service personnel. Watercolour painted by T/Sgt 
Ludwig Lund and presented to General James Pratt Hodges, 2nd Air Division Commander, 
by his officers and men, 1943. 
 
NRO, FX 335/1 
Photograph taken from a B-24 aeroplane by an unidentified United States Army Air Force 
crew. The photograph shows Norwich Cathedral, the Cathedral Close and surrounding 
area, with fire damage to the Cathedral and bomb damage to nearby buildings. During 
wartime, many American Service personnel visited the Cathedral and some were married 
there. 
 
This photograph is a copy of an original held by Seething WWII Control Tower Museum 
and it is reproduced here with their permission. 
 
NRO, MC 376/599 
Watercolour, ‘The Cathedral Spire’, showing Norwich Cathedral during wartime. 
Watercolour painted by T/Sgt Ludwig Lund and presented to General James Pratt Hodges, 
2nd Air Division Commander, by his officers and men, 1943. 
 
NRO, MC 371/815 
Members of the Women’s Auxiliary Corps and American G.I.s relaxing at the bar of the 
station ‘date room’ at Headquarters, Horsham St Faith, 21 September 1943. Left to right: 
Pfc William Blume; Pvt Hazel Bliss; Pfc Virginia A. Boudoin; S/Sgt Maurice Layfield; Pfc 
Evelyn Cohen and Pfc Doris L. Ogden. 
 
NRO, MC 376/121 
Photograph of the Shipdham ‘Hep Cats’ airbase band performing and a couple dancing. 
 
NRO, MC 376/121 
American servicemen playing baseball. Many American servicemen also learnt to play 
British games, such as cricket, during their stay. 
 
NRO, MC 376/234 
Letter to Mrs Sparks from Robert Freund (a Red Cross Club Director) letting her know 
that her husband had enjoyed his rest leave at one of their clubs in Scotland and that they 
had tried to make it ‘a little bit of America in a foreign land’. Many American airmen 
stationed in Norfolk took leave in Edinburgh and London. 
 

Sound Recordings 
 

NRO, MC 371/882/30, 36 [Time: 1m 43s] 
Myron Keilman of the 392nd Bomb Group describing Wendling airbase including buildings 
on the base, the English countryside and riding bicycles [Time: 0-48s]. 
 
Lloyd West of the 389th Bomb Group describing Hethel airbase including bicycles as 
transport and getting used to cycling of the left side of the road [Time: 49s-1m 43s]. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lesson Plan 

 
Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be incorporated in your 
lessons.  

 
Starter activity 
Ask the pupils to work in pairs to put the images into two groups, leisure time and work 
time. 
 
Main activity  
Using these images, ask the pupils to work in small groups to explore what took place in 
each of the buildings, by giving each pair a laminated copy of each of the images and 
asking them to circle what the people are doing in each. 
 
Plenary  
Ask the pupils to work individually to compare the paintings and photographs of buildings in 
Norwich. Ask them to think about why they may differ and then work in pairs to discuss 
their thoughts. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Missions and incidents 
What happened on a mission? 

 
Documents included in this section concentrate on four different case studies showing the 
different outcomes which could result from a mission. 
 
They show what happened on a typical mission but also illustrate how not all missions 
were successful and that the airmen had a range of items, such as silk maps and small 
compasses, to help them escape if their aeroplane was brought down in enemy territory. 
Other American aeroplanes crashed in East Anglia, usually due to battle damage, lack of 
fuel or mechanical problems. In particular, there are documents relating to the crash of B-
24 Lady Jane in Heigham, Norwich. 
 
Air battles also took place over East Anglia and this section contains documents relating to 
one of the most intense, called the ‘night of the intruders’, when German fighter aircraft 
followed American bombers returning after dark from a mission to Hamm, Germany, and 
shot them on landing, 22 April 1944. 
 
Did you know...? 
 
On the day of a mission, bombers would take-off from their airbase in large formations of 
20 to 40 aircraft, behind their brightly painted group assembly aeroplane, while climbing to 
an operational height of 20,000 to 25,000 feet. They would then join with formations from 
other airbases in East Anglia to make a Division column of about 400-500 bomber aircraft. 
When the column reached its target, each formation released its bombs on the aim and 
signal of the lead aircraft. 
 
Fighter aircraft flown by the United States Army Air Force included P-51 ‘Mustangs’ and P-
47 ‘Thunderbolts’. The role of the fighter aeroplanes was to protect the bombers on their 
missions and chase enemy fighters. Many American bomber aircraft were destroyed on 
missions until they were given a fighter escort. American bomber crews called fighter 
aircraft their ‘little friends.’  They are mentioned by Richard Vincent in his mission diary, 
NRO, MC 371/926. 
 
Ground crews performed a wide variety of roles including as mechanics, engineers, 
armourers, military policemen, cooks and clerks.  For every man in the air there were 
another seven to 10 on the ground engaged in support work. 
 
Nearly 7,000 men serving with the 2nd Air Division lost their lives during the conflict. At one 
period the chance of an individual airman completing a tour of operations (25 missions, 
later 30-35) was as little as one in three. 
 
Not all missions were successful. Some American aeroplanes were shot down in enemy 
territory and others crashed in East Anglia. Air battles also took place over East Anglia. On 
22 April, 1944, German fighter aircraft followed American bombers returning after dark from 
a mission to Hamm and shot them on landing. During the air battle, called the 'night of the 
intruders’, about 20 bomber aircraft were targeted, killing or wounding more than 60 
aircrew. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Documents 

 
Story of a Mission 
 
NRO, MC 371/7 
Crew briefing on D-Day at Shipdham airbase, 1944. 
 
NRO, MC 376/638/1 
Photograph of brightly painted assembly ship aeroplane, First Sergeant, of the 458th Bomb 
Group, Horsham St Faith. The original model is on permanent display at the Memorial 
Library. 
 
NRO, MC 376/32 
Aerial view of the French coastline on a D-Day mission, 6 June 1944, taken by the 
Meteorology Photography Unit of the 44th Bomb Group, Shipdham. 
 
NRO, MC 371/908/91 
Photograph of P-51 ‘Mustang’ fighter aeroplane, Mary Ann, at Horsham St Faith, home of 
the 458th Bomb Group. 
 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection : Armband 
Armband dropped into France by the USAAF before D-Day to be used by the French 
Forces of the Interior (FFI) to identify their fighting units as allies. It was taken from a 
bundle dropped over Limoges, France, in June 1944. 
Donated by Arcade Boiselle (467th Bomb Group) 
 
NRO, MC 371/912 
Bomb damage to Cologne Cathedral, Germany. Its twin spires were an easily recognizable 
navigational landmark used by American aircraft raiding deeper into Germany in the later 
years of the war. This may be the reason why Cologne Cathedral itself was not destroyed 
by the bombing. 
 
NRO, MC 371/910 
Photograph of a mission debriefing after a bombing mission by the 389th Bomb Group, 
Hethel. 
 
NRO, MC 371/926 
Diary of Richard Vincent, 445th Bomb Group, Tibenham, describing a mission to Münster, 
Germany, 23 March 1945. In his description he mentions the ‘little friends’ or fighter 
aeroplanes which protected the heavy bomber aircraft on their missions. This mission was 
flown in the B-24 Lonesome Lois. 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shot Down: Escape or Capture 
 
NRO, MC 376/194 
James Anslow’s account of evading capture in Holland and France with the help of the 
Dutch and French underground movements.  He describes his clothing, methods of 
transport, hiding and concealment and some of those who helped him. James Anslow was 
part of William F. ‘Bill’ Moore’s crew in the 467th Bomb Group, Rackheath, who were flying 
as deputy group lead on a mission to Friedrichstraße railway station, Berlin, Germany, 
when their B-24 aeroplane was badly damaged by flak, 29 April 1944. The crew bailed-out 
over Holland.  Anslow hid on various farms in Holland before making his way through 
Belgium and France to Limoges airport.  With the help of the Maquis (a French resistance 
group) he was able to board an Allied aeroplane flying back to London. 
 
NRO, MC 371/680 
Caterpillar Club badge issued to Lt John A. Reitmeier, navigator, 492nd Bomb Group, 
North Pickenham.  He flew on the crew of 2nd Lt M.L. Simon. Their B-24 was shot down 
during an encounter with a troop train at Bois de Brattes, France, 5 May 1944. Lt Reitmeier 
parachuted out to safety, making him eligible for Caterpillar Club membership. Reitmeier 
and his crewmate, bombardier John B. Mead, evaded capture. 
 
The Caterpillar Club is an association of people who have had their life saved by using a 
parachute after bailing-out of a disabled aircraft. It was founded by Leslie Irvin of the Irvin 
Airchute Company, Canada, in 1922. The name ‘Caterpillar Club’ is derived from the silk 
threads that made the original parachutes and its motto is ‘Life depends on a silken thread.’ 
 
NRO, MC 371/680 
Caterpillar Club membership certificate issued to Lt John A. Reitmeier, navigator, 492nd 
Bomb Group, North Pickenham. For further information, see the entry above. 
 
NRO, MC 371/260 
Goldfish club card issued to William P. Kane, pilot, 445th Bomb Group, Tibenham. 
Returning from a bombing mission to Mannheim, Germany, he was forced to ditch in the 
English Channel. 
 
The Goldfish Club was founded by Mr. C.A. Robertson in November 1942.  Robertson was 
chief draughtsman to Messrs P.B. Cow and Co., a large manufacturer of air-sea rescue 
equipment. Anyone who successfully avoided death at sea following an aeroplane crash by 
using their emergency dinghy could be awarded membership of the Goldfish club. 
Members received a card and fabric patch, showing a upside-down, white-winged, goldfish 
over two blue waves. 
 
NRO, MC 371/260 
Goldfish club patch issued to William P. Kane, pilot, 445th Bomb Group, Tibenham. For 
further information, see the entry above. 
 
NRO, MC 376/52  
Photographs of Jack Feingold, Ben Madamba, Whitfield Brooke, Miller and George Harlow 
of the 93rd Bomb Group, Hardwick, to be carried in case their aircraft was shot down or 
they were captured. The photographs could be used to create forged identification 
documents to aid their escape. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection: Silk Map 
Silk escape map of France, with map pouch. 
 
During the Second World War thousands of maps were produced on silk, thick cloth 
and tissue paper. The idea was that a serviceman captured or shot down in enemy 
territory could use the map to help avoid capture or find his way to safety. Silk maps 
were issued specifically to airmen so that they could sew them into their clothes or 
wear them around their necks. They could also be cunningly concealed in a cigarette 
packet or within the hollowed-out heel of a boot, and they would not make a 
suspicious rustling sound if the captive was searched. 
 
NRO, MC 376/125 
Memoir of Capt. Merrill S. Olson, who served as a pilot in the 389th Bomb Group, Hethel. 
His account, ‘Tell us or You’ll Die,’ explains how he bailed-out of his aeroplane over the 
Netherlands, his capture and period as a German prisoner of war. 
 
On Olson’s 30th mission, his B-24 aircraft Betty Jane was hit by German anti-aircraft fire 
over Hanover, Germany, and he bailed-out over Zuider Zee, Netherlands, 12 September 
1944. He was wounded in action and held as a prisoner of war. 
 
Olson describes conditions at a prisoner of war camp near Nurnberg (Nuremberg), in 
Bavaria, Germany (Stalag XIII-D). At that time, prisoners held there included Russians, 
Serbians, French, Belgians and several hundred American ground troops. After two weeks, 
the Luftwaffe (German Air Force) were put in charge of the part of the camp for American 
airmen and living conditions improved a little. 
 
Between Autumn 1944 and Spring 1945, the number of prisoners at Stalag XIII-D was 
greatly increased by the arrival of men evacuated from other prisoner of war camps, 
including American airmen from Stalag Luft III (near Sagan, Lower Silesia, now Zagan, 
Poland). They were some of over 80,000 Allied prisoners of war compelled to take part in 
the ‘long marches' between camps westward across Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 
Germany, from January to April 1945, as a result of the German retreat before the 
advancing Russian army. Olson was marched from Stalag XIII-D and arrived at Stalag Luft 
VII-A in Moosburg, Southern Bavaria, Germany, in early April 1945. His experience of a 
long march was not too severe, but on other marches hundreds of prisoners died. 
 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection: Escape Compass 
An escape compass could be concealed on the body and used to evade capture. 
They were issued to airmen as part of escape and evasion kits which often also 
included fabric escape maps. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MC 376/169 
Eye-witness letter expressing sympathy and gratitude to the relatives and crew of the B-24 
Lady Jane, which crashed at Heigham Street, Norwich, 24 November 1944. It is one of 
several letters which were sent to Jordan Uttal, an officer at Headquarters, Ketteringham 
Hall, November 1944. 
 
The Heigham Street air crash occurred on 24 November 1944, when the B-24 Lady Jane 
struck the tower of St Philip's Church, Heigham, on return from a training mission and 
crashed in the corporation yard, off Barker Street, two miles from the runway at Horsham 
St Faith. All nine crew on board were killed in the crash: Ralph Dooley (pilot), Arthur Akin 
(stand-in co-pilot), Paul Gorman (navigator), John Jones (engineer and top-turret 
operator), Paul Wadsworth (radio operator), Oscar Nelson and Don Quirk (waist-
gunners), John Philips (nose-gunner) and Ralph Von Bergen (tail-gunner). 
 
Norfolk Library and Information Service, NLIS, NP00001933 
Photograph of St Philip’s Church, Heigham.  For further images relating to Norfolk history, 
see the Library’s ‘Picture Norfolk’ section of their catalogue at www.picture.norfolk.gov.uk 
 
NRO, private photograph 
Photograph of the memorial plaque in Heigham relating to the crash of B-24 Lady Jane, 24 
November 1944. Photograph taken by Record Office staff, 2011. 
 
Night of the Intruders 
 
On 22 April, 1944, German fighter aircraft infiltrated bomber squadrons returning after dark 
from a mission to Hamm, Germany. The German fighters were hidden from detection by 
radar echoes from allied aircraft, followed them home, and shot them on landing. The 
attack became known as the 'night of the intruders’ and American bombers suffered their 
highest ever losses in a German intruder attack. About 20 bomber aircraft were attacked, 
killing or wounding more than 60 American aircrew in one of East Anglia’s most intense 
night air-battles. 
 
For a more detailed account of the incident, see McLachlan, I. Night of the Intruders: 
The Slaughter of Homeward Bound USAAF Mission 311 (Barnsley, 2010). 
Copies available from Norfolk Library and Information Service. Books can be requested 
and sent to any library in Norfolk using the Norfolk Online Catalogue. 
(http://norlink.norfolk.gov.uk) 
 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection: Control Tower 
Photograph of control tower workers watching for aeroplanes to return. 
 
NRO, MC 371/910 
Ground Crew of the 389th Bomb Group maintaining a B-24 aeroplane at Hethel 
airbase. 
 
MC 371/755 
Account of the return of B-24 aeroplanes to Seething airbase under fire from German 
fighter aircraft on the ‘night of the intruders’, 22 April 1944. The account is taken from the 
war diary of a member of the crew of the B-24 Ice Cold Katie.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2AD, Roll of Honor entry for Pvt Daniel E. Miney 
Extract from the 2nd Air Division Roll of Honor, held at the 2nd Air Division Memorial 
Library. Note the entry (right column, fifth entry) for Pvt Daniel E. Miney, 1229 Quarter 
Masters Company. He was the only member of ground crew in the 2nd Air Division 
who was killed in action and appears on the Roll of Honor. Miney was cycling at 
Rackheath airbase when it was bombed during the German ‘night of the intruders’ 
attack on 22 April 1944. 
 
A digital version of the Roll of Honor is available online on the 2nd Air Division 
Memorial Library’s website at: 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Library_resources/Roll_of_Honor/index.htm  
 
NRO, MC 376/194 
Eye-witness account of the ‘night of the intruders’ by Allen Welters who was on Rackheath 
airbase during the German ‘night of the intruders’ attack on 22 April 1944. 
 

Sound Recordings 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/46 [Time: 4m 48s] 
B-24 aeroplane flight and instrument checklist counted down as it would be before a 
mission by the pilot, John Stanford, of the 448th Bomb Group, Seething [Time: 0-2m 18s]. 
 
John Stanford describes the take-off of a B-24 aeroplane and formation behind a brightly 
painted assembly ship over East Anglia mentioning The Wash, Hemsby, Great Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft [Time: 2m 19s-4m 48s]. 
 
NRO, MC 376/221 [Time: 2m 51s] 
Charles Domek of the 458th Bomb Group, Horsham St Faith, gunner, describes the 
physical effects of flying including low air pressure, tiredness and extreme cold, particularly 
when opening the window to fire his gun.  Mentions oxygen masks, heated flying suits and 
knitted skull caps and scarves.  Also notes how the rank of enlisted men was temporarily 
increased to an officer’s rank on a mission. This was to ensure that the men received better 
treatment if their aeroplane was shot down and they were captured by the enemy. 

 
NRO, MC 371/882/19 [Time: 4m 16s] 
Robert Dubowsky of the 44th Bomb Group, Shipdham, describes landing in Alsace-
Lorraine, France, following flak damage to his B-24 aeroplane during a mission to Dresden, 
Germany.  He describes putting the aeroplane into a steep dive to put out the fire in an 
engine and eventually flying the B-24 on one out of its four engines.  Dubowsky describes 
his fears and flying alone over Germany; ditching equipment including armour, radio and 
escape kits into the sea, trying to cross the Rhine River into friendly territory and all 13 
crew members bailing-out of the aeroplane.  He relates the story of Col Snavely’s 50th 
mission hat, which was in the aeroplane when it crashed in France, being returned to him 
in England by the French troops who found it.  Dubowsky explains that, after bailing-out, he 
was not sure whether he had landed in enemy territory and meet members of the French 
Forces of the Interior (FFI) who were allies and took him to their village for a drink of 
schnapps. 
 
This sound recording refers to the French Forces of the Interior, and links with the  fabric 
armband (2nd Air Division Memorial Library memorabilia collection). 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Lesson Plan 

 
Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be incorporated in your 
lessons.  
 
Starter activity 
Ask the pupils to work in pairs to put images of D-Day into chronological order. 
 
Main activity 
Ask the pupils to work in groups. Give each group an extract from the story by James 
Anslow or from one of the accounts of the ‘night of the intruders’ and ask them to draw the 
scene. All of these drawings can then be put together to create a story board (this could be 
used with numerous topics within the section). 
Differentiation- older pupils can draw several images and create their own storyboard. 
 
Alternatively, pupils can create their own escape map, using fabric paints on material. 
Template included below. 
 
Plenary 
Ask the pupils to work individually to create their own club and badge for people who 
escaped. Use the caterpillar club and goldfish club images as examples.  
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
People 

What was life like for  
American service personnel in East Anglia? 

 
Documents included in this section look at the structure within the United States Army Air 
Force, relationships between American service personnel and local people, differences in 
culture and how the 2nd Air Division were remembered in East Anglia after the war. 
 
The ‘Who’s who?’ section contains documents about the structure of the bomb groups, 
squadrons, crews and individual service records. It also looks at some of the other groups 
serving in the 2nd air Division, such as ground personnel and the Women’s Auxiliary 
Corps. 
 
Many American servicemen stationed in East Anglia were very young and had never been 
abroad before. They were issued with guides advising them on how to behave in England 
and on differences in culture and language. The section on cultural differences looks at 
some of this advice and other documents which show some of the traditions, such as 
celebrating Thanksgiving, which American service personnel brought with them to East 
Anglia. 
 
It was sometimes thought that the American had more, earning higher wages than British 
servicemen and having come to a country which had been at war for several years and 
where rationing was already in place. However, many American service personnel made 
lasting friendships with local people. The section on relationships looks at some of these 
through events put on by American servicemen for local people, such as children’s 
Christmas parties and a Rodeo show, at Carrow Stadium, to raise money for British war 
charities. 
 
With peace (following VE-Day on 8th May 1945) departure from the UK was rapid. Some 
units were gone in a few weeks, and the Eighth Air Force heavy bomber groups began 
flying their aircraft home across the Atlantic in May 1945. However, this section also looks 
at some of the lasting relationships formed between American servicemen and local 
people, including those who married British women and left to begin a new life in the United 
States. 
 
This section of the resource also looks at the different ways in which American service 
personnel have been remembered in East Anglia, including the living memorial in the form 
of the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who’s who? 
 
Did you know…? 
 
Each airbase was home to one Bomb Group. In total, there were about 2,000-3,000 people 
on a bomber station, including flight and ground personnel. 
 
At full strength, the 2nd Air Division had 14 Bomb Groups. Each group had a numerical 
designation and often a nickname given by the men themselves.  For example, the 93rd 
Bomb Group, Hardwick, was nicknamed ‘Ted’s Travelling Circus’ after their commander 
Colonel Edward 'Ted' Timberlake. 
 
Each Bomb Group usually had four Bomb Squadrons. One Squadron had 12 to 16 B-24 
aeroplanes and about 200 combat airmen. 
 
There were usually eight to 10 men in a B-24 bomber crew, depending on the type of 
mission they were flying. The crew usually had a pilot, co-pilot, radio operator, navigator, 
bombardier and aerial gunners. 
 
For every man in the air there were another seven to 10 on the ground engaged in support 
work. These included cooks, clerks, mechanics, armourers and military policemen. 
 
During the Second World War, around 150,000 American women served in the Women’s 
Auxiliary Corps (WAC). About 10,000 served abroad, including in Norfolk, where they 
usually undertook clerical and communications work. At any one time during 1943-5, there 
were about 200 American servicewomen in Norfolk. 
 

Documents 
 
NRO, MC 376/592/22 
Photograph of Maj. General William E. Kepner (left), the new 2nd Bomb Division 
Commander, being shown around the facilities (presumably at Headquarters, Ketteringham 
Hall) by Maj. General James Pratt Hodges (right), the outgoing Commander, 31 July 1944. 
 
General William E. Kepner was commanding officer of the 2nd Air Division, Eighth Air 
Force, from August 1944 until the end of the Second World War. He was also an aviation 
pioneer in stratospheric balloon flight. In the late 1920s and early 1930s, with the threat of 
another world war increasing, the United States Army Air Corps began to participate in 
aviation research and high-altitude flights. In 1934, Kepner, Captain Albert Stevens and 
Orvil A. Anderson, reached 60,613 feet in the balloon Explorer I but had to parachute to 
safety when the balloon ripped. On 11 November 1935, the balloon Explorer II launched 
from the Stratobowl near Rapid City, South Dakota, piloted by Anderson and Stevens, 
reached 72,395 feet and set an altitude record which lasted for 21 years. 
 
For further information about stratospheric balloon flight, see the United States Centennial 
of Flight website: 
http://www.centennialofflight.gov/essay/Lighter_than_air/race_to_strato/LTA11.htm  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRO, MC 371/77 
Photograph of the 67th Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bomb Group, Shipdham, on the 
wings of a B-24 ‘Liberator’ aeroplane. 
 
NRO, MC 371/680 
Photograph of the crew of 2nd Lt M.L. Simon (pilot), 492nd Bomb Group, North Pickenham. 
Their B-24 was shot down during an encounter with a troop train at Bois de Brattes, 
France, 5 May 1944. The crew’s navigator, Lt John Reitmeier, parachuted out to safety 
and, with the crew’s bombardier, John B. Mead, evaded enemy capture. 
 
NRO, MC 371/89 
Photograph of 2nd Lt Clement S. Bertolino who flew as a navigator in the 328th Bomb 
Squadron, 93rd Bomb Group, Hardwick. His crew were nicknamed ‘Roy’s Boys’. 
The Memorial Library has a copy of a filmed interview with Clement on DVD, which can be 
viewed on the library catalogue as Roys Boys of 93rd Bomb Group, Hardwick, by Clement 
‘Buzz’ Bertolino, 22 March 2007. 
 
NRO, MC 371/87 
Certificate issued to 2nd Lt Clement S. Bertolino, 328th Squadron, 93rd Bomb Group, 
Hardwick, for 15 missions completed, giving the mission name and date. 
 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection: Name Badge, Dog Tags and Medals 
Name badge, dog tags and medals belonging to Charles Harter. 1st Lt Charles Harter 
served as a navigator in the 790th Bomb Squadron, 467th Bomb Group, Rackheath, 
on the crew of George L. Crump. The crew flew 24 combat missions between 9 
February and 14 April 1945. 
 
NRO, MC 376/599 
Watercolour, ‘One for the Depot’, by T/Sgt Ludwig Lund, presented to General James P. 
Hodges, 2nd Air Division Commander, by his officers and men, 1943. This illustration 
shows engineers working on an aeroplane engine. 
 
The 2nd Air Division’s 3rd Strategic Air Depot, based near Watton, contained about 4,800 
officers and men. It was responsible for servicing, repairing and modifying all B-24 
Liberator aeroplanes in the 2nd Air Division. The Depot also recovered crashed B-24s from 
any location in the United Kingdom and ran other supply functions for the 2nd Air Division. 
 
T/Sgt Ludwig Lund was born on 20 September 1908 in Odense, Demark.  In 1920, when 
Ludwig was 12 years old, his Danish family emigrated to the United States.  From an early 
age, Ludwig showed a talent for drawing and was largely a self taught artist.  During the 
Second World War, he served in the Intelligence Division where he illustrated maps as part 
of his work.  When stationed in England, Lund was made the official illustrator of the 2nd 
Air Division and was commissioned to paint a series of watercolours of the Division’s 
activities.  Some of the watercolours, including the one shown here, were given to the 
Commander of the 2nd Air Division, General James Pratt Hodges by his staff as a present 
in December 1943.  
 
NRO, MC 371/815 
Women’s Auxiliary Corps, including Evelyn Cohen (back left), training at Ketteringham Hall. 
After the war, Evelyn Cohen was one of the founding members of the 2nd Air Division 
Association, which helped to set up the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Culture 
 
Did you know…? 
 
Many of the servicemen stationed in East Anglia were very young and had never been 
abroad before. They were issued with guides advising them on how to behave in England. 
In particular, they were warned not to complain about the food rations, beer, or cigarettes of 
a country which had been at war since 1939 and never to criticize the Royal family. 
 
Many wrote letters back to their families in America explaining differences in language, 
culture, money and the landscape, but their letters had to be censored to ensure that they 
did not leak any information to enemy forces. 
 
Many American service personnel stationed in East Anglia shared their cultural customs 
with Norfolk people. Some celebrated the feast of Thanksgiving with local families, often 
giving away some of their rations for the meal. 
 
Thanksgiving Day is a harvest festival celebrated in America on the fourth Sunday in 
November. Traditionally, its origins are said to stem from a shared autumn harvest feast 
between the Plymouth colonists and Wampanoag Indians in 1621, but the real date of the 
first Thanksgiving celebrations is unknown. 
 
NRO, MC 371/43 
Menu of a Thanksgiving Day meal at Shipdham airbase . On 23 November 1944, the 
Commanding Officer, Eugene Snavely, and other officers, sat down to a Thanksgiving meal 
of tomato juice, roast turkey with a sage dressing, cranberry jelly, snowflake potatoes with 
giblet gravy, candied sweet potatoes, buttered peas, pumpkin pie with sliced cheese, and 
fresh fruit and candy for desert. 
 
NRO, MC 371/43 
Photograph, taken by Lt Col Goodman G. Griffin, an officer in the 44th Bomb Group, 
showing the Thanksgiving Day celebrations at Shipdham airbase, 23 November 1944. 
 
NRO, MC 371/741 
Memoir of John Rex, Military Policeman, 987th Company, Detachment B. Military 
policemen were nicknamed ‘Snowdrops’ because of their white helmets. Rex was stationed 
at the 77th, later 231st, Station Hospital, near Morley Hall, Wymondham. On D-Day, he 
acted as a road guard along the route from Spooner Row Station, where hospital trains 
carrying wounded casualties arrived. 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/6/2 
Photograph of John Rex, Military Policeman, 987th Company, Detachment B, in uniform. 
 
NRO, MC 371/807 
Letter from Mary Frances Elder to her family describing her arrival in the United Kingdom 
and life in England. S/Sgt Mary Frances Elder served in the Women’s Auxiliary Corps, 
assigned to the 1st Separate Battalion, in England, 1943-5. Later, she was selected for 
Officer Candidate School and transferred back to the United States, where she was 
promoted and served in the Air Intelligence Office at the Pentagon, until she was 
discharged from military service in November 1945. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRO, MC 371/494 
List of ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ for American servicemen arriving in the United Kingdom. They are 
taken from a United States Armed Forces publication, A Short Guide to Great Britain.This 
copy belonged to Dean Shuey of the 467th Bomb Group, Rackheath. 
 
NRO, MC 371/494 
Glossary translating American words into English for American servicemen arriving in the 
United Kingdom. Taken from a United States Armed Forces publication, A Short Guide to 
Great Britain.  This copy belonged to Dean Shuey of the 467th Bomb Group, Rackheath. 
 
NRO, MC 371/574/8 
When You Are Overseas. Pamphlet no 21-1, giving regulations for writing home and the 
censorship of letters. This copy belonged to 1st Lt Robert Nyman 'Bob' Doyle, a pilot in the 
489th Bomb Group at Halesworth. After completing a 32 mission tour, he transferred to the 
training department as an instructor pilot and training officer. 
 
NRO, MC 371/574 
Extracts from a training manual, You’re an Officer are you a Gentleman?, on how American 
servicemen should behave in England.  This copy belonged to 1st Lt Robert Nyman 'Bob' 
Doyle, a pilot in the 489th Bomb Group, Halesworth. After completion of a 32 mission 
operational tour, he transferred to the training department as an instructor pilot and training 
officer. 
 
NRO, MC 376/153/1 
One of several letters written by Rodney Ives to his mother, Mrs Carol Ives, of Centralia, 
Washington, about his life in service, 1942-4.  This letter is written from Northern Ireland, 
where many airmen went for training exercises. Rodney Ives never received his mother’s 
reply to his last letter, postmarked 26 November 1944. He was a senior navigator in Capt. 
Ray Conard’s crew which, on their way to a mission to bomb a railway viaduct outside 
Bielefeld, Germany, crashed a few miles from their airbase at Kenninghall, 26 November 
1944. Conard was posthumously recommended for the Distinguished Service Cross (DSC) 
for crashing the aircraft in order to avoid striking nearby houses. 
 
MC 376/153/1 
Photograph of Rodney Ives. 
 

Sound Recordings 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/19 [Time: 4m 16s] 
Robert Dubowsky of the 44th Bomb Group, Shipdham, describes landing in Alsace-
Lorraine, France, following flak damage to his B-24 aeroplane during a mission to Dresden, 
Germany.  He describes putting the aeroplane into a steep dive to put out the fire in an 
engine and eventually flying the B-24 on one out of its four engines.  Dubowsky describes 
his fears and flying alone over Germany; ditching equipment including armour, radio and 
escape kits into the sea, trying to cross the Rhine River into friendly territory and all 13 
crew members bailing-out of the aeroplane.  He relates the story of Col Snavely’s 50th 
mission hat, which was in the aeroplane when it crashed in France, being returned to him 
in England by the French troops who found it.  Dubowsky explains that, after bailing-out, he 
was not sure whether he had landed in enemy territory and meet members of the French 
Forces of the Interior (FFI) who were allies and took him to their village for a drink of 
schnapps. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anglo-American Relationships 
 
Did you know?...  
 
The rate of missions flown by crews was intense, but many servicemen still 
found time to get to know local people.  They met at their nearest pub and 
through dances, or other entertainment, on the airbases and in the 
community. Some made lasting friendships and continued to keep in touch 
with local families after the war. 
 
It is estimated that more than 70,000 British women went to the United States 
with their American husbands after the war as their G.I. brides. In early 1946, 
as part of ‘Operation War Bride’, the United States Army transported 
thousands of war brides and children from Britain to America, the first group 
arriving in February 1946. 
 
MC 371/731 
Letter sent to Newton McLaughlin, Welfare Officer, from the Superintendent of 
the Dr Barnardo Children’s Home at Honnington Hall, thanking him for the 
wartime entertainment provided by men from the 466th Bomb Group, 
Attlebridge, 31 December 1943. 
 
NRO, MC 371/912 
Photograph of a children’s Christmas party at Attlebridge airbase, 466th 
Bomb Group. 
 
This is one of many Christmas entertainments run by American servicemen 
for children. At another event on Christmas Eve, 24 December 1944, the 
453rd Bomb Group at Old Buckenham held a Christmas party for over 1,250 
British children, many of whom had been orphaned in the London Blitz. At 
the party, it was decided to make and deliver toys to the children of Paris, 
and the Group was given special permission to take them to the American 
Red Cross Club, Rainbow Corner, Paris. The crew chosen for this special 
mission were all French-speaking, T/Sgt Reuben Brockway was dressed as 
Santa Claus and the B-24 chosen for the delivery was brightly decorated. As 
part of the mission, the B-24 previously nicknamed 'Shoo Shoo Baby', but 
never officially painted with its name, was named 'Liberty Run' by Judith 
McDavid, an 11 year old orphan of the Blitz. The B-24 'Liberty Run' also had 
Santa Claus painted on it as nose art. Later in the war, 'Liberty Run' was 
shot down over Germany. 
 

This recording links with the photograph of a Thanksgiving meal (NRO, MC 371/43).  
Colonel Snavely is pictured at the head of the table. 
 
This recording also links with This recording links to the following sections of this resource: 
Missions and Incidents/Story of a Mission 
 
Anglo-American Relationships 
 
Did you know...?  
 
The rate of missions flown by crews was intense, but many servicemen still found time to 
get to know local people.  They met at their nearest pub and through dances, or other 
entertainment, on the airbases and in the community. Some made lasting friendships and 
continued to keep in touch with local families after the war. 
 
It is estimated that more than 70,000 British women went to the United States with their 
American husbands after the war as their G.I. brides. In early 1946, as part of ‘Operation 
War Bride’, the United States Army transported thousands of war brides and children from 
Britain to America, the first group arriving in February 1946. 
 
MC 371/731 
Letter sent to Newton McLaughlin, Welfare Officer, from the Superintendent of the Dr 
Barnardo Children’s Home at Honnington Hall, thanking him for the wartime entertainment 
provided by men from the 466th Bomb Group, Attlebridge, 31 December 1943. 
 
NRO, MC 371/912 
Photograph of a children’s Christmas party at Attlebridge airbase, 466th Bomb Group. 
 
This is one of many Christmas entertainments run by American servicemen for children. 
At another event on Christmas Eve, 24 December 1944, the 453rd Bomb Group at Old 
Buckenham held a Christmas party for over 1,250 British children, many of whom had 
been orphaned in the London Blitz. At the party, it was decided to make and deliver toys 
to the children of Paris, and the Group was given special permission to take them to the 
American Red Cross Club, Rainbow Corner, Paris. The crew chosen for this special 
mission were all French-speaking, T/Sgt Reuben Brockway was dressed as Santa Claus 
and the B-24 chosen for the delivery was brightly decorated. As part of the mission, the B-
24 previously nicknamed 'Shoo Shoo Baby', but never officially painted with its name, was 
named 'Liberty Run' by Judith McDavid, an 11 year old orphan of the Blitz. The B-24 
'Liberty Run' also had Santa Claus painted on it as nose art. Later in the war, 'Liberty Run' 
was shot down over Germany. 
 
NRO, C/ED 19/15 
Letter issued by the Norfolk Education Committee to head teachers asking children 
not to beg from American service personnel. 
 
NRO, MC 371/910 
Photograph of children visiting Wendling airbase, home of the 392nd Bomb Group 
 
NRO, MC 376/336 
Photograph of an American style rodeo show, staged by the United States Army Air Force 
(USAAF) at Carrow Road stadium, August 1944. The rodeo was a fund-raising event for 
the benefit of the Norfolk and Norwich War Charities fund and it included events such as 
riding bucking steers and horses, pig wrestling, fire breathing and car pulling. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NRO, MC 376/162 
Programme for the Rodeo show staged at Carrow Road stadium, August 1944. 
 
2AD, Memorabilia Collection: Sweetheart Jewellery 
Sweetheart jewellery was made by servicemen to send back to girlfriends or wives in 
America.  This example shows a Perspex heart with small gold wings embedded. In 
this case, it was made by an American airman for an English woman, Mrs Bridget 
Cuthbert.  The airman used to visit her family during the Second World War. 
 
NRO, PD 499/12 
Marriage register entry, 24 March 1945, showing the marriage of Earl Zimmerman (a 
radio operator in the 389th Bomb Group, Hethel) to June Mary Courteney (an English 
woman) of Spynke Road, at Norwich Cathedral (the parish church of St Mary in the 
Marsh). 
 
On 14 January 1945, just two months before their wedding, the B-24 Lassie Come 
Home (458th Bomb Group, Horsham St Faith) piloted by Lt Diehl, crashed into June's 
house on Spynke Road, Mile Cross, Norwich, due to battle damage. The aircraft 
landed in a nearby garden, killing most of the crew and two local children. 
 
NRO, MC 371/814 
Photograph of the wartime wedding of Jean Young to G.I. Joe Majors. Also pictured are 
Hal Hoerner, best man, and Virginia Boudoin, bridesmaid. 
 
NRO, MC 376/273 
Sybil Neale Billing’s memoir of her life as a 56th Fighter Group war bride. Sybil met her 
husband, Billy Billings, on a blind date at The Lido dance hall on Aylsham road, Norwich. 
They were engaged at Christmas, 1943 and married in June 1944. 
 
As the war progressed clothing, as well as food, was rationed. Since no extra clothing 
rations were available, many British brides borrowed or hired their wedding dress. Also, few 
brides had wedding cakes, since sugar was heavily rationed. 
 

Sound Recordings 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/29 [Time: 1m 32s] 
Marvin Kite of the 44th Bomb Group, Shipdham, describes his leisure time cycling to towns 
near his airbase, including East Bradenham, where he visited an English family.  Describes 
meeting his future wife, Doris, in London and their marriage by transatlantic telephone after 
he had returned to the United States (he was in Georgia and she was in London) on 10 
November 1946.  Kite mentions her arrival in America and their formal wedding ceremony 
in Georgia, March 1947. 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/60 [Time: 2m 16s] 
Joseph Whittaker of the 392nd Bomb Group, Wendling, describes his interaction with local 
people and experiences of England.  Whittaker describes sharing candy and sweets with 
local children and being called a ‘Gum Chum’; attending church services at Beeston; the 
dangers of travelling under the black-out; train travel to London, Cambridge, Lincoln and 
Ely; poor weather for missions and leisure activities; his love of the English countryside, 
pubs and markets and the help given to servicemen by auxiliary services such as the Red 
Cross and Salvation Army.  He explains the lack of fresh eggs caused by rationing and 
getting supplies of them from local farmers or by flying to Ireland, which was illegal.  
Whittaker mentions being given fresh eggs only on mission days, the scarce but occasional 
supply of ice-cream, liking English fish and chips, drinking warm beer and the scarcity of 
alcoholic spirits. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembering the 2nd Air Division after the War 
 
Did you know...?  
 
The end of the war was celebrated in Norfolk and, in Norwich, there was a large 
‘Wings for Victory’ parade and service of Thanksgiving in the Cathedral on 13 May 
1945. American service personnel took part in the event but, following VE-Day on 8th 
May 1945, their departure from Britain was rapid. Some units were gone in a few 
weeks and the Eighth Air Force heavy bomber groups began flying their aircraft home 
across the Atlantic in May 1945. 
 
Since the war, the American presence in Norfolk has been remembered in a variety of 
ways.  These include memorials relating to individual bomb groups on the site of former 
American airbases and plaques at the site of local air crashes. 
 
There is also a ‘living memorial’ in the form of a Library. An American Room opened in the 
Norwich Central Library, Bethel Street, in 1963. Following the destruction of this Library by 
fire in 1994, a new 2nd Air Division Memorial Library was opened within the Norwich and 
Norfolk Millennium Library in the Forum in 2001. The Library houses the Roll of Honor 
which includes the names of American service personnel from the 2nd Air Division killed in 
action during the Second World War. 
 
NRO, MC 371/49 
Photographs of the ‘Wings for Victory Day’ celebrations in Norwich, 13 May 1945, including 
the crowd in the ‘People of Norwich’ area on Guildhall Hill. 
 
NRO, MC 376/638/1 
Photograph of the memorial stone at Old Buckenham airbase, 453rd Bomb Group. 
 
NRO, MC 371/743 
This leaflet was widely distributed to servicemen to appeal for funds for the construction 
and endowment of a lasting memorial, in the form of a library, to members of the 2nd Air 
Division who lost their lives during the Second World War. 
 
NRO, MC 376/380 
The dedication of a 2nd Air Division Memorial Room took place on 13 June 1963. This 
photograph shows the opening of the Memorial Fountain, complete with stones from all 50 
states in the United States, which was built outside the Memorial Room.  
 
NLIS 
Photograph of The Forum building, in Norwich, where the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library 
is now based, 2011. 
 
2AD: Roll of Honor 
Extract from the 2nd Air Division Roll of Honor. The Roll of Honor is held as a permanent 
memorial in the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library at the Forum in Norwich. The Roll of 
Honor gives the names and military units of 2nd Air Division service personnel who were 
killed in action during the Second World War. It was first compiled in the early 1950s. 
 
A digital version of the Roll of Honor is available online on the 2nd Air Division 
Memorial Library’s website at: 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Library_resources/Roll_of_Honor/index.htm  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sound Recordings 
 
NRO, MC 371/882/52 [Time 1m 16s] 
Leo Ruvoli of the 392nd Bomb Group, Wendling, remarks on his mixed emotions about 
military service including sorrow for friends who died, pride in serving his country and 
gratitude to the English people.  Ruvoli also explains his reasons for making the recording: 
to keep alive the memory of his crew and to express his admiration for the English people. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson Plan 
 

Please find below some suggestions of how the documents can be incorporated in your 
lessons. 
 
Starter activity 
Ask the pupils to work as a small group and use the documents to think about all the 
different people that the Americans would have interacted with. Come up with a list or 
brainstorming sheet. 
 
Main activity 
Ask the pupils to work in pairs to produce a leaflet on what it is like in Britain. This can 
include bullet points, and a slogan for the Americans to remember to remind them of the 
differences. Also ask the pupils to include cartoons/drawings as part of the leaflet.  
 
Alternatively, write home as a recently arrived American telling your family what life is like 
in England. Include cartoons or drawings and American words etc. Ask pupils to remember 
their letter will be censored. Pupils could work in pairs- each writing a letter which is 
handed over to the other who acts as censor.   
 
Plenary activity 
Ask the pupils to work individually to write a letter to an American who is just about to come 
over to England and explain what to expect. State they are enclosing a leaflet with it.  
 



Further Information 
 
Books 
 
The books listed below are a small selection of titles available from the 2nd Air Division 
Memorial Library, and can be borrowed by anyone who is a member of Norfolk Library & 
Information Service. These can be requested and sent to any library in Norfolk, using the 
Norfolk Online Catalogue at http://norlink.norfolk.gov.uk.  
 
The library also holds unit histories which are useful in researching your local Bomb Group. 
Just type the number of the Bomb Group into the catalogue keyword search box (for example 
“44th”) for a list of available books. 
 
 
 Bodle, P. The 44th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2005). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 93rd Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2008). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 389th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2006). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 392nd Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2007). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 445th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2009). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 446th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2008). 
 
 Bodle, P. The448th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2008). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 453rd Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2009). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 458th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2007). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 466th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2009). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 467th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2010). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 489th Bomb Group in Norfolk (Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2010). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 491st and 492nd Bomb Group in Norfolk  
(Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2006). 
 
 Bodle, P. The 3rd SAD and the 25th Bomb Group in Norfolk  
(Liberator Publishing, Stoke Ferry, 2007). 
 
 Daniel, P. Bartram, the Blitz and Beyond (London Borough of Bexley, 2010). 
A children’s story woven around archive illustrations and other material about Sam Bartram, 
Charlton Athletic and evacuation to Norfolk where 2nd Air Division airmen were based.  
Includes children’s activities. (Also available in PDF format, download from 
http://www.bexley.gov.uk/index.aspx?articleid=10768). 
 
 Freeman, R. The Mighty Eighth: A History of the Units, Men and Machines of the US 8th Air 
Force, (Cassell & Co, London, 2000). 



 
 
 Freeman, R. The Mighty Eighth War Diary (Arms and Armour Press, London, 1990). 
A day-by-day operational record of the US 8th Air Force. 
 
 Freeman, R. The Mighty Eighth War Manual (Cassell & Co, London, 2001). 
Details the operational techniques and procedures; the technology armament and equipment; 
and the bases in England. 
 
 Meeres, F. Norfolk in the Second World War (Phillimore & Co Ltd, Andover, 2006). 
This book uses archive evidence to look at what life was like both for men serving overseas 
and for those at home. 
 
 Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum, Honoring the American Past: the stories of 
America’s World War II veterans (Prentice Hall, Needham, 2003). 
Photographs, images and text from the Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum. 
 
 Millgate, H. Got any gum Chum? GIs in wartime Britain 1942-1945 (The History Press, 
Stroud, 2009). 
 
 Perkins, P. and Crean, M. The Soldier, Consolidated B-24 Liberator (Ian Allen Publishing, 
Shepperton, 1994). 
 
 Pons, G. 8th Air Force, American Heavy Bomber Groups in England, 1942-45 (Histoire & 
Collections, Paris, 2006). 
 
 Snelling, S. Over here: the Americans in Norfolk during World War Two (Breedon Books, 
Derby, 1996). 
 
 US War Department, Instructions for American Servicemen in Britain 1942 (Bodleian 
Library, Oxford, 2005). 
A guide for GIs arriving in Britain, offering down-to-earth facts about the place, and advice on 
how to behave originally issued by the US War Department 1942. 
 
 Veale, P. Wartime Childhood Memories, 1939-1945 (Norfolk and Suffolk Aviation Museum, 
Flixton, 2008). 
Museum members experiences as children during the Second World War. 
 
Websites 
 
To find out more about the 2nd Air Division in Norfolk during the Second World War, start with 
these pages on the 2nd Air Division Memorial Library website. 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk  
 
Explore 2nd Air Division History 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Lifelong_learning/Explore_2nd_Air_Division_history   
 
Second Air Division 
http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Second_Air_Division  
 
Other websites 



http://www.2ndair.org.uk/Links/index.htm  
 



Glossary of Terms 
 

Assembly Airplane/ Assembly Ship A brightly painted aeroplane behind 
which other aeroplanes got into 
formation ready for a mission. 

Bailed-out Parachuted out of an aeroplane which 
was about to crash from battle 
damaged or a mechanical problem. 

Barracks A building used to house soldiers or 
other military personnel. 

Bell Hotel A hotel in Norwich which was a 
popular meeting place for American 
service personnel during the Second 
World War. 

Candy An American word for sweets. 
Caterpillar Club A club, founded in 1922, for people 

who have had their lives saved by 
using a parachute after jumping out of 
an aeroplane which was about to 
crash. 

Censorship The checking of letters written by 
service personnel to ensure they did 
not give any operational information 
to the enemy. 

Chutes Parachutes. 
Control Tower A tower on an airbase from which air 

traffic is watched and given 
instructions. 

Cookies An American word for biscuits. 
D-Day The day Allied forces invaded France 

during the Second World War, 6 June 
1944. 

Dog tags Metal tags worn by airmen to identify 
them in case of accident or death. 

College Joe Someone who is like everyone else; 
an average person. 

E.T.O. European Theatre of Operations.  
The Second World War as it took 
place in Europe. 

Feathered A pilot could feather a failed engine, 
by turning the propeller blades at right 
angles, so that there was minimal 
drag from the oncoming wind. This 
would stop the propeller from rotating 
which could cause further damage. 

Flak Anti-aircraft fire. 
G.I. General Infantryman.  Also used as a 

general term for an American 
serviceman. 



G.I. Bride A British woman who married an 
American airman, soldier or sailor 
during or just after the Second World 
War. 

Goldfish Club A club, founded in 1942, for anyone 
who avoided death at sea following 
an aeroplane crash by using their 
emergency dinghy. 

Headquarters The offices of a commander or 
military unit from which orders are 
given. 

Joe A secret agent sent into enemy 
territory. 

Little Friends Fighter aeroplanes which protected 
bomber aeroplanes on their missions. 

Long marches When Allied prisoners of war were 
marched between prison camps 
westward across Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, and Germany, from 
January to April 1945, as a result of 
the German retreat before the 
advancing Russian army from the 
East. 

Maquis group A group of French resistance fighters. 
Marshalling yard A railway yard where carriages are 

shunted and made-up into trains. 
Nissen hut A half-cylinder shaped building, 

usually made of ridged steel, used to 
house military personnel on an 
airbase. 

Nose-art Art painted on the nose of an 
aeroplane. 

Pfc An American military rank: Private 
First Class. 

Pvt An American military rank: Private. 
Revetment A barricade against explosives on an 

airbase. 
Rodeo A public show  of cowboy skills such 

as riding and rounding up cattle and 
horses. 

Short-snorters Banknotes (real or made-up) 
inscribed by people travelling together 
on an aircraft. They were thought to 
bring good luck to airmen. 

S/Sgt An American military rank: Staff 
Sergeant. 

Stalag German term for a prisoner of war 
camp. 

Stalag Luft German term for a prisoner of war 



camp for airmen. 
Station Hospital A military hospital which gives 

treatment to service personnel 
stationed in its immediate area. 

Strafing To attack military targets or people on 
the ground with a machine gun or 
cannon from a low-flying aircraft. 

Sweetheart jewellery Jewellery made by servicemen to 
give to their girlfriends or wives. 

Swell An American term for good or great. 
Thanksgiving A harvest festival holiday usually 

celebrated in the United States on the 
fourth Thursday in November. 

Tour of duty The time spent by a military 
personnel working in a foreign 
country.  For an American airman this 
was usually between 25 and 35 
missions. 

T/Sgt An American military rank: Technical 
Sergeant. 

VE-Day Victory in Europe Day, 8 May 1945, 
when the war in Europe officially 
ended. 

Victory gardens Vegetable, fruit and herb gardens 
planted at home and in public parks 
to produce food during wartime.  Also 
called allotments or food gardens for 
defense. 

WACs Women’s Auxiliary Corps. 
Winston Churchill British Prime Minister, 1940-5. 
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